


W E L C O M E

Cool to see you in this issue.

We invite you to join us in our journey 
to reach the next milestone and see 
what marvel our new venture has in 

store for us. Our effort intends to reach 
out to maximum readers who want to 

see the movements and developments in 
the literary world and aspire to write 
someday too. So, with the hope of 
giving you a joyous experience in 
reading, let’s begin without delays.

We hope you enjoy this one.
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COVER
STORY

Dr. Raj Kumar Sharma
Author (Dr.) Raj Kumar Sharma is that admirable personality who

knows the art of turning the stones into precious gold, which he

encountered in his long unconquerable, unmatchable and

incredible journey. For someone who is known as “Sales

Maverick” with an unmatched passion for disruptive innovation

in boosting sales to drive ten times growth at an unprecedented

timeline, words would simply fall short to describe his stature and

skills in his field of operation! A part from being a Sales Thought

Leadership Maverick, Author (Dr.) Raj Kumar Sharma is also

known as a Business Re-Invention Expert as well as a Customer

Relationship Guardian!
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If we throw some light on Dr. Raj Kumar

Sharma’s life, then we find out that

over 35 years of disruptive sales

strategies have taught Author (Dr.) Raj

Kumar Sharma one very main thing, i.e.

How to craft the perfect pitch that

guarantees 99% closures deal, after

deal! “Extraordinary Sales Leadership

Record” is always punctuated with

stellar high performing terms by him.

While Dr. Raj Kumar Sharma has always

focused on out-performing the

competition with the help of his sales

warriors who step into the game with a

singular focus. Dr. Raj is your go-to-go

guy if you wish to re-invent your sales

teams and achieve 10X business

growth at rocket speed.

Author (Dr.) Raj Kumar Sharma believes

that in today’s global economy, the

most valuable currency in business is

trust. Dr. Raj leads both Teams as well

as Pitches, in his own unique

mannerisms that builds trust in the

client’s heart and mind, for him as well

as his proposed solutions for their

critical business challenges. Dr. Raj

Kumar Sharma NEVER focuses on short

wins and proudly claims 99% closures

across his career using this rare

combination of trust powered

relationships that are truly client

centric!

Well, if we look at Author (Dr.) Raj

Kumar Sharma’s Key Brand Strengths

and the Leadership Competencies, we

find him to be an excellent orator. He

commands and charms every member

of his audience while he also had the

privilege to speak to; combining this

with his own solutions focused perfect

pitches for every client.

Dr. Raj Kumar Sharma is a hands-on result 
oriented Sales Leader. He had brought 
over two decades of rich experience in 
leading all dimensions of sales functions 
coupled with Services and Consulting 

business in Enterprise, BFSI, Public Sector 
Undertakings, Telecom, and 

Government segments for large projects 
involving Pre-Qualification, bid 

management, tenders, presentations, 
negotiations, contract discussions as well 

as Delivery & Project Management. 
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With a legacy of strong relationships across diverse

industries, Author (Dr.) Raj Kumar Sharma is adept

at carving new profitable alliances with channel

partners, liaising with external agencies, managing

overall sales, and marketing operations by building

sales thought leaders at every level in his team.

Well, here is another interesting piece of update upon Author (Dr.)

Raj Kumar Sharma, which readers would most certainly enjoy and

that is his blockbuster title, “THE ART & SCIENCE OF SALES!” The book

is written with a noble purpose of imparting his rich knowledge and

experience of his journey as a Sales Leader, Business Re-Invention

Expert and Customer Relation Guardian to the young minds, who

are out there looking for some expert guidance in the field of Sales,

Business and Customer Relationship Management.

The book, THE ART & SCIENCE OF SALES had made a very generous

and genuine effort to simplify the complexities associated with B2B

sales. It explains the Science behind sales by clearly defining various

technical terms and demystifying the intricate processes.

Simultaneously the book makes an attempt to familiarize sales

teams with latest trends and methods for success in B2B sales.

The Author (Dr.) Raj Kumar Sharma, begins the book by clearly

explaining what sales actually is and brings out very clearly the Art

and Science factors of Sales. The author differentiates between the

Science and Art components. This particular book is focused on the

science of sales and the author elaborates in detail in each chapter

the various components of science of sales. This includes Sales

Models, Sales Process, Prospecting, the role of Social Media, Cold

Calling, Preparation for first meeting, Qualifying Leads, Sales

Methodologies, Sales Objections and finally Sales Closures.

“THE ART & SCIENCE OF SALES!” 
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Clearly, Author (Dr.) Raj Kumar Sharma is such a recognizable and prime
face of achievements in the field of Sales Leadership, Business Re-Invention
and Customer Relationship Management that his stories can inspire
anyone! The list of his skills, contribution into the field of Sales and Business,
initiatives to grow and groom the young Sales Heroes of the nation and his
incredible achievements as an Author and as a Sales Maverick may never
end, well such is the stature of Author (Dr.) Raj Kumar Sharma.

The book, “The Art & Science Of Sales” by

Author Dr. Raj Kumar Sharma is a brilliant

sales & business title, coming under the

category of “Business Guide!” This book is

designed for those sales professionals, who

are seeking guide to carry out their sales

targets and achieve a great result in the

field of sales!

This book is a practical guide with tons of

sales tips, tools, expert views, sales

experiences, case studies and many more

through which one can lead a successful

sales life with work life balance. The book

aids the readers to raise themselves from

unsuccessful sales professionals to

successful sales professionals. Since the

book aims to change your mindset &

attitude and teaches you the ways of

facing the challenges, which constantly

occurs with the sales professionals. The

manner in which the Author has provided

solution concerning most of the issues,

which most the people in sales field are

facing, is truly incredible.

In addition, the Author has also summarized his own learnings in his book,
which she had gained from her experience in the field of sales, over the
decades. This book shares some great insights and covers some of the
sales techniques and those subject matters, which indeed helpful in

carrying out sales successfully. Well, the Author has summarised his
observations, experiences & knowledge in this book, which he tends to
provide to the readers through the 10 Reading Worthy Chapters!

BOOK REVIEW
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Interview with 
Dr. Raj Kumar Sharma

Firstly, Congratulations on your 

book, “The Art & Science of Sales!” 

Well, can you please share your 

experience about making your 

work come into the form of book!

It was like a dream come true. The experience was absolutely mesmerising and kept me 

glued on the project from start to finish till I completed the book writing after spending 

more than a year on the same. The final moment of having your published book in hand 

was like a mother seeing her new born and holding the child in her arms with 

unexpressed feeling of joy and happiness.

Your book is a “True Guide” for the Sales Professionals. So what inspired you to write this 

book? What was the impetus behind this work of yours?

The inspiration to write this book was my burning desire to give it back to the society. 

During my 39 years of sales management experience, I realized that the learnings and 

knowledge that I have acquired overs years of rigours in the field should not go waste 

and need to be shared with upcoming sales professionals. Secondly, I learnt that the 

sales community at large suffers a lot as these learnings are never taught in any of the 

management schools or colleges. Most of the sales people just learn on their own. 

Further there is no platform for sharing the knowledge base. In real sense every sales 

person digs his or her own knowledge well over years.   Writing this book was a journey 

and it took me quite some time to put my thoughts and experiences from field together 

in the form of a book “The art & Science of Sales”. 

Please explain the reason for going with this book title, ‘The Art & Science Of 
Sales!’

Sales to me is a combination of Science and Art. While the Science piece talks of 

processes, Methodologies, Structure, Strategy etc..  With time selling has evolved into an 

art form that is hard to master. The role of sales persons is more about the relationship, 

Emotional Intelligence, and Empathy  that they develop with their clients and less about 

the structure and process of sales. The art of sales requires the creativity of the 

salesperson to pique the interests of the prospect. Both parts are of equal importance 

and one can not replace the other but compliment each other and hence the topic 

“The Art & Science of Sales”

Apart from this business & sales guide, would you be contributing in any 
other genre?

My area of specialization has always been Sales and Business Management. I am 

offering Corporate Sales Training, Sales Coaching, Sales Consulting and Business 

Management Consulting Services to my Clients. I write blogs on sales and business 

management on my website https://salesheroes.in/blogs, I also have a YouTube 

channel by the name Sales Heroes to educate sales persons about various sales 

challenges and tactics. I also organize Webinars to train new sales persons. I am also in 

the process of writing few more books on Sales Management in Hindi & English 

language for the benefit of all budding sales persons.
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Sales is one of the most complex and challenging subjects, and defining it in words is

even more challenging. My endeavour of writing this book is to explain Sales by way of

real-life situations and easy to understand language. What are the skills required to be

a successful salesperson and why only some people are successful when everyone puts

in almost similar efforts? This book is targeted at budding new sales professionals and

management students to elaborate various aspects of sales. This book will be in two

parts. This particular book focusses on the Science part of sales and the next book will

focus on the art piece of Sales.

Well, can you please explain that how this book is relevant in the present day scenario!

The Art & Science of Sales is an effort to simplify the

complexities associated with B2B sales by clearly

defining various technical terms and processes. It lays

down a basic foundation for new sales professionals

trying to make a mark in the field. Simultaneously, book

in an attempt to familiarize sales teams with latest

trends and methods for success in B2B sales with real

experience from the field.

Next, I want you to tell us about some of those writers, 

who had inspired you!

I have read many books and some of the authors who

have inspired me are firstly my father himself Late Shri

L.C Sharma, who became an author of four books,

others whom I have read and have liked their work are

Robin Sharma.

What was your mind-set, while writing this book? Is it based on any particular 

experience of yours?

Are there any other books being worked by you? Please let us know about your future 

projects.

I always recommend millennials that they should invest in themselves—only those who

can build their life and career, stand a chance to succeed. Follow your heart with

conviction & confidence, and perfection will follow. It may take years of practice and

learning, invest in yourself, read books, upskill yourself, have a guide, coach and mentor

to achieve your life goals.

Is there any message that you would like to convey to your readers? Or any piece of 

advice, which you would like to give to the readers out there!

I am working on 2 books as on now which are almost ready to go for publication. First

book on sales is in Hindi language as there was a huge demand from the Hindi

speaking belt in India for the same and this will be available on the stands from

September 2022. The second book is again on the Sales Management and covers in

detail the Art piece of Sales. This book would be available in stands by the end of 2022.
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Since time immemorial, it has always been urged to be accommodating

towards people the way they are. But human nature is such that instead of being
accommodative, the attitude is cold and insensitive towards the people who are
unusual or different or just different from the ordinary. A tale of this ordeal
finds resonance in Dibakar Purkayastha’s novel “Socially Distanced.” The novel
in itself holds relevance to multiple aspects ranging from social to psychological
as well as touches largely on the issue of acceptance. This acceptance is not
restricted to being accepted on the social ladder. It also includes acceptance at
the family level, which includes immediate and distant relations. The
protagonist, Aamin, longs for this acceptance and the permission to be a part of
the existing system the way he is. The story records the struggle and ordeals he
goes through during this tough time and how he is forced to fit into the socially
constructed role for him.

Purkayastha’s novel is a poignant expression that comes from the heart of the
protagonist due to his direct communication with the readers. The predicament
of not being able to understand his identity finds an amplified expression from
the beginning of the text. The author lets Aamin speak for himself and his life
to make sure that the readers for the first impression without any mixing or
influenced opinions. Through his first-person account, Aamin narrates the tale
of his childhood when he had the initial happy days where he got the love and
pampering any ordinary child would get.

TLT Specials

Socially 
Distanced

Dibakar Purkayastha
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Things begin to change when it is discovered that he is different from the ordinary. His desire
and fight foracceptance are drowned in the innocence that is consumed by many people in
the world who he meets at different junctures of his life.

These experiences never let him evolve and explore his identity to understand who he really is
and what his orientation is. Every parent teaches their kid not to trust a stranger in their
childhood. This lesson is reinforced through Aamin’s becoming a victim of people’s evil
intentions, and thus, he suffers. The other ugly game is played by destiny, where he losses the
people who genuinely cared for him in the early stages of his life, even before he could reach
puberty. This breaks him, but his faith in God remains unmoved. He never forgets to hold
him in high regard and always tries to remain hopeful and enjoy the little time he gets to be
happy. But as destiny has its plans which the readers can sense too, Thomas Hardy’s quote
from The Mayor of Casterbridge,

“Happiness was but the occasional episode in a general drama of pain,”
Becomes supremely applicable in Aamin’s life.

“Socially distanced” for once may sound like a work that is inspired by the recently followed
covid safety protocol, but the fact is that at one level or another, human beings have been
socially distanced for ages. Purkayastha’s novel has just reminded us of the system that has
been in existence for almost forever. It may even get the readers thinking for once if the social
distance is at a social level or mental level, or discriminatory level. Overall, it opens the
readers’ eyes to the truths that have prevailed forever but never been spoken of. Through
characters like Hakim, Nazrul, Jay Chandra, Narendra Yadav, and many others, Aamin suffers
the fate he had never dreamt of. These people are the representatives of the bad and evil that
prevails at a much larger scale than good which is symbolized through the narrator’s family
and the church fraternity who later give him shelter.

Aamin’s father is probably the most complicated person to understand. He cares for his son
and yet puts him through suffering and lets him suffer further. Although his only intention is
the better of his son, which is highlighted by his decision to shift him on the suggestion of his
teacher, still, there is a lot more that has to be heard from his father, which the readers don’t
get to hear. Overall, the novel has a hold that remains on the reader from the beginning and
remains throughout due to the planned turns right towards the end of the chapters and
keeping the narrative linear and chronological. Another major attraction is the realistic
portrayal of society and the depth with which the author describes the tortures it inflicts on
someone who is a little different from the ordinary.

“Socially Distanced” by Dibakar Purkayastha is suggested to readers who like to read content
that jolts them and makes them ponder over subjects that are critical for social health and
societal integration. It is also suggested to the readers who are interested in reading fiction
that holds relevance in the social context and will probably remain relevant as long as a bit
different people continue to exist.
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For one, Shree’s present novel Tomb of Sand carries forward her faith in woman

power even as she explores different relationships – mother-daughter, siblings,

friends, etc. Her earlier novel Mai too broke the stereotypical image of women

whom she presented as powerful female characters. In the present novel, we

have an octogenarian woman protagonist riven between memory and desire.

When her husband dies at a ripe old age, she looks forward to leading life with

her daughter who has strong feminist views but soon there is the entry of a

transgender and things change. The lady in question is fully rejuvenated and has

the longing to lead life afresh. That at her age indeed shows her grit. The

narrative has the Desi flavor – something expected of writing in an Indian

language. She has also employed monologues, flashback, and even magic

realism bringing to life several authors. The Hindi edition of the novel also shows

the beauty of Shree’s impressionistic narrative style and crisp prose. However,

the English translation is also impressive.

The story takes a turn with the memory of pre-Partition days haunting the old

woman, and she crosses the border with Pakistan illegally to meet her lost love,

but does not have the luck of Bajrangi Bhaijaan and is shot dead. The Partition of

India in 1947 was a cataclysmic event that has been all time favourite with the

Indian writers writing in English. Starting from Bhabani Bhattacharya’s So Many

Hungers and Khushwant Singh’s Train to Pakistan, to Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s

Children and Amitav Ghosh’s The Shadow Lines, the theme continues to inspire

many writers. Renowned Hindi writer and Shree’s guru by latter’s own admission

Krishna Sobti’s Zindginama and Bhisham Sahni’s Tamas are a few other titles that

come to mind. In more recent times, the Partition of India has attracted many

foreign authors also.

Geetanjali Shree’s Tomb of Sand – THE 
WINNER OF THE INTERNATIONAL BOOKER 

PRIZE 2022

Hindi writer Geetanjali Shree, whose novel Ret Samadhi translated into 
English as Tomb of Sand   won the Booker recently deserves accolades on 
more than one count. Hers is indeed a well-known signature in the field 
of Hindi fiction, as she already has to her credit five collections of short 
stories and an equal number of novels. Also, it may be noted that the 
translation of her works is not happening for the first time. Her works 
have been translated into many other languages like French, German, 

Japanese and even Serbian and Korean. 
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Secondly, the award of the Booker Prize

to Tomb of Sand is a great boost to Hindi

language, and in a way, to an Indian

language since 1912 when Rabindranath

Tagore won the Noble for his Gitanjali

written in Bengali and translated by

himself. Taking note of a work in what the

erstwhile colonizers called “vernacular”

language (meaning the language of the

slaves) may or may not be

condescending for them, but for many in

India it would still be uplifting due to the

colonial mindset. It is also welcome

because it can provide opportunity to

Bhasha literature to at least get noticed

by foreign publishing houses which have

so far been fed by mostly Indian writing

done originally in English.

One may look at some factors which

could be incidental or conditioning

depending on individual predilection.

While Tagore’s Gitanjali had an

introduction by W.B. Yeats, the great Irish

poet, Shree’s novel has been translated

by Daisy Rockwell, a renowned American

translator settled in England. In the

process, we can overlook the fact that

the Booker is considered for those works

which have been published in UK or

Ireland at the most. This is not to

underrate Shree’s work but to stress the

point that there may be great books

penned in Indian languages which

cannot be considered by the Booker jury.

For the present, we can celebrate the

award as an enabler that puts our

national language at par with the
language of power that English is in India.

Article by
Dr. Jagdish Batra

Thirdly, the award is expected to

encourage translators and the publishers

won’t have to get a European interlocutor

to recognize the Indian talent. There have

been wonderful translations earlier too, like

Sri Aurobindo’s translation of

Bankimchandra’s Anandmath, U.R.

Ananthamurthy’s Kannada classic

Samskara by A.K. Ramanujan, himself an

accomplished poet. Similarly, Prem

Chand’s Hindi novel Godan translated by

Jai Ratan and P. Lal, and Tagore’s Bangla

novel Ghare Baire by Tagore’s nephew

Surendranath Tagore. There is no doubt

that Indian translators can play a big role in

highlighting the Bhasha literature which is

truly rooted in the soil unlike the diasporic

literature that is faulted for its lack of

authenticity, depend as it does on

controlled media platforms for all type of

information.

Even though translation is considered to

be an imperfect art, what with the

personal choices that the translator has to

make with regard to language, the

untranslateable stylistic aspect, the cultural

difference at the receiving point, and

above all, the political/ideological slant

that unconsciously creeps in at the point of

translation, yet a good, and to the extent

possible, an objective and aesthetically

appealing translation is the dire need in

the contemporary world where despite the

hiccups in the globalization process, the

demands of multiculturalism are and will

remain perpetually relevant and will be

greatly helped through translations of
great works. The Tomb of Sand is quite

carefully translated and is sure to help the

world understand the Indian situation and

culture in a better and a bit more

authentic manner.

*Dr. Jagdish Batra is a professor of English at O.P. Jindal
Global University. His book Indian English Fiction (2001-2020):
History and Reflections was published last year. Apart from
it, he has authored ten more books and 60+ research
papers majorly on contemporary Indian English Fiction.
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“When you pay 
constructive 

thoughts to your 
subconscious mind, 

in return, it owes 
you infinite success 
and satisfaction.” 

– Ankit Thakar

Tathastu! 

Your Success Granted

EDITOR’S CHOICE

This remarkable book, “Tathastu! Your Success Granted”

by Author Ankit Thakar is a perfect reading treat for all

kinds of readers. The book has been written with an

excellent & direct objective of making the readers realize

their potential energy and gather their energy in order to

create a positive thought process, which shall help them

in gaining success. Through this book, the author has

made sure to create motivation in the life of the people,

who are seeking wisdom to accelerate in their lives. This

book changes your mindset & attitude and teaches you

the ways of not just facing the challenges, rather

overcoming them and getting victory over the issues

pulling us down. The manner in which the Author has

provided solution concerning most of the issues, which

people are facing in their personal as well as professional

lives, is truly incredible!

The book, “Tathastu! Your Success Granted” by Author Ankit Thakar is a Personal

Transformation Guide, which comes under the category of “Self Help!” This book is

designed for those readers who are actively seeking guide in order to attain success in

their personal as well as professional lives. This book provides the time tested “Success

Mantras” to crease out all that has been standing between a person and the person’s

biggest success plan. It shall let the readers explore the uncharted terrain of a

successful life!

In addition, the Author believes that everyone has the potential to achieve something

outstanding. However, our beliefs about ourselves fix the limits of our achievements.

Every individual has an assessment of himself or herself and that basic self-assessment

goes far towards determining what one can become. Through this book, the author is

giving a clear message that one can do no more than what one believe they can. The

author has summarized his own experiences and learnings in this book with the pure

intention of helping out the readers of this book, as he talked about the ways of facing

the ups and downs of the life.
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"Dream is the bridge between your present 
and the desired future. The speed of 

converting your dream into reality depends on 
the clarity about why."

This inspiring quote is from one of the best 
motivational books “Tathastu! Your Success 

Granted”. Ankit Thakar authors the remarkable 
book and he is known for this personal 

transformation guide. The author is a trained 
professional having experience of more than 
one and half decades in managing a wide 

spectrum of mindsets in different multinational 
organizations. He has rich experience in 

dealing with human psychology from ground 
staff to the Managing directors, understanding 

the facts of different thought processes 
prevailing in the society and research on the 

multiple self-help subjects through reading 
and information sharing. His knowledge, 

experience and creative skills are extracted, 
developed and shared in his masterpiece 

book. The insightful approach of Ankit Thakar
has helped himself and many other people to 
transform lives from dullness towards the light 

of hope and success. Passionate efforts by him 
have touched many people’s lives to excel in 

their personal as well as professional lives. 

The uniqueness of this book, “Tathastu!

Your Success Granted” is that the Author

has laid down some very practical guides

for those readers, who are looking forward

to excel in their personal as well as

professional lives. The book carries some

great insights and covers some of the

prime subject matters related to achieving

a great mindset and using the full

potential in order to attain nothing less

than success!

Through this book, the Author teaches

several methods of nurturing the human

mind so that one can be ready to

overcome any challenge, which the live

throws upon them. Through the 6 Chapters

and the Closing Note in the book, the

author has also given the readers the

roadmap to follow one’s dream and fulfill

them too. The readers are bound to love

how the author has talked about such big

things in such a simple manner with a

great narration in this book.

Well, a book like Tathastu! Your Success

Granted can be described as a “True

Guide & a Saviour” for those people, who

are actively looking for success. Through

this book, the readers will get the answers

to many of their long unanswered

questions, with regards to the ways of

attaining a productive mindset. In

addition, the readers will also achieve a

mindset to create solutions for themselves,

which makes this book a MUST READ one!

Moreover, the words used by the author

are also very inspiring and the overall

theme of this book has been providing

that motivation, which the people are

lacking in their lives, while moving ahead

towards for their goals.

Reviewed by: Neel Preet

Publisher: Evincepub Publishing
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Aishwarya Singh Raikwar is a Research Scholar at the Hindustan
Institute of Technology and Science, Chennai, India, presently in her
second year of PhD. She is a UGC-NET qualified candidate and a
certified Tourism Professional, with over 3 years of experience working
in both industry and academics. She has completed her master's
from the Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel Management, Gwalior.
Her project titled- “Blue Economy and Maritime Tourism: India’s Blue
Growth Potentialities in Indo-Pacific has won glowing reviews at
National Student Research Convention: ANVESHAN 2022. Her
research interests include Blue Economy and Maritime Tourism in the
context of changing global order and diplomacy in the Indo-Pacific
region.

Envisioning the Blue Economy and Maritime Tourism as soft 

power instruments for India’s positioning in the Indo-Pacific

Ms Raikwar is passionate about Oceans and wants to work on some of the biggest challenges
of our times; Climate Change, Maritime Security, Sustainable Development Goals and

Geopolitics in the Indo-Pacific region. She is a traveller with a strong academic background,
diplomatic, personable, highly organized and self-motivated. She aspires to contribute to the
field of research and wishes to positively impact people’s lives with her work. Her credentials
may be verified on various platforms like LinkedIn and Research Gate.

RESEARCH ARTICLE

India is one such country whose soft power is based on its civilisational heritage and

cultural prowess. Unlike many other countries that have homogenised, or relatively

“westernised,” their culture, India’s diverse yet coherent cultural fabric traverses the

whole country. In addition, India's prominence has grown recently in several multilateral

fora, and Yoga and Ayurveda are becoming more popular. One of the most obvious

manifestations of Indian soft power is the widespread use of Namaste as a greeting by

the international community during the ongoing pandemic.

Our country is a culture-driven soft power. Joseph Nye (15 Aug 2021) stated India’s Soft

Power Comes in Part from its Ancient Culture but also from Modern Culture. Since the

1980s, when American political scientist Joseph S Nye Jr. introduced the term “soft

power” into the international relations discourse, nations have used it to uplift their

global positioning and influence. Soft power refers to a country’s attempt to reach

other nations through its culture, foreign policy, and political values instead of its military

might. This understanding has laid a foundation for countries to pursue public

diplomacy and increase cultural engagement with both state and non-state actors.

Although the concept of soft power is only a few decades old, several countries are

internationally known for their cultural assets and values that date back centuries and

are still sought after today, and India is one such country.

The Literature Times Vol.1 Issue 4

Page 15



INDIA IN THE INDO-PACIFIC
The Indo-Pacific have its origin in the maritime realm, it’s a maritime stretch, and a confluence
of the Indian and the Pacific Ocean and is increasingly becoming the theatre of geostrategic
hustle. Indo-Pacific is a new entrant in the geopolitical domain and has recently gained
importance in changing global order and public diplomacy. In the quest of making the most
out of oceans, the countries have joined the “blue race”. Blue Economy is a concept of
sustainable use of ocean resources for economic prosperity and improved livelihoods. India's
geostrategic location is an advantage and it realizes the geo-economic opportunity Blue
Economy presents. The government of India’s move to draft the country’s first-of-its-kind Blue
Economy policy is an example.

Thus, the saying of Alfred Thayer Mahan, a maritime strategist, back then in 1897 still holds
relevance “Whoever controls the Indian Ocean will dominate Asia. This ocean will be the key
to the seven seas in the 21st Century. The destiny of the world will be decided on its waters”.

This is especially true in light of the conflict over maritime power in the Indian Ocean Region.
India is now projected as the pharmacy of the world and the reason behind this is the Covid-19
pandemic. Cultural practices can also be “mainstreamed” to strengthen that process.
Observing the International Day of Yoga or more prolific use of our languages in interacting
with the world is an indicator of the changing equilibrium (Jaishankar, 2020). India does have
the capabilities to balance the equations as it is positioned in the middle of the dramatic west
and autocratic China.

THE QUAD FACTOR
No discussion of the Indo-Pacific is complete without discussing the four players shaping up the
environment in the Indo-Pacific. The informal grouping of India, Australia, Japan and the
United States of America which came into existence back then in 2007, collapsed in 2008 and
eventually revived in 2017.

The nations of the Indo-Pacific region have one thing in common; they all have a trade or
territorial disputes with China. Conflicts between South East Asian nations and the PRC over
their exclusive economic zones persist. It has essentially become a threat to Indo-Pacific
peace owing to its reluctance to abide by the rules-based orders and international maritime
laws. The coalition needs to articulate its objectives since it cannot afford to remain an
emergent alliance for very long. It must also shed its reputation as an anti-China grouping.
Wars today do not necessarily involve an army; they can be fought through soft power and
QUAD must evolve in this approach. To maintain its stature in the BRICS and SCO, where China
is an active participant, New Delhi must strike a balance between its involvement in QUAD and
those groupings.

The four Quad leaders wrapped up the recent in-person summit in May 2022 held in Tokyo with
a joint enclosure towards their commitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific that is inclusive
and resilient (Yeung and Steve George, CNN, 2022).

What’s there in for India?
A country with a glorious past and a promising future hold a key position in the Indo-Pacific
region. Every state has its definition of Indo in “Indo-Pacific” the Chinese counterpart doesn’t
like the idea of Indo-Pacific they consider it as a threat to their national interests. The USA
considers India as a net security provider and an important partner in containing China in
Indian Ocean Region, Japan and Australia define it differently. New Delhi has its ambitions and
it has to work strategically towards them, and one such instrument can be tourism and soft
power diplomacy. India has established itself as a cornerstone of American policy in the Indo-
Pacific to confront China, being the largest democracy in the world and the leading regional
power in South Asia.
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Before the Pandemic, the tourism industry's importance had never been felt so profound. The
industry was the first to be impacted and will likely take the longest to recover. Covid-19 has
impacted how people currently perceive this service sector, which contributes significantly to
global GDP and employs billions of people worldwide. India Tourism has put a lot of work into
establishing the economy as a tourism hub, but we are still focusing on the top 1% of the global
tourist arrivals. Investing in its maritime tourism capabilities and infrastructure can serve major of
three objectives;
This initiative will contribute to National Maritime Security, stabilise the region and open
avenues for cooperation in the region.
This move will boost the economy and sustainable development adding to the Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) of the country.
Introducing Maritime Tourism as a soft power tool will place India as an emerging Blue
Economy Destination.
The global order is changing and it will be interesting to see how it will evolve especially in a
post-COVID era wherein nations today, place a higher priority on nationalism than on
multilateralism.

CONSTRAINTS
The Indo-Pacific region is increasingly becoming the hotspot of global power contestations.
Some of the region’s complexities include diverse economies, unstable governments, land and
border issues among littorals, terrorism, piracy, natural disasters, climate change and its impact
on Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Least Developed Countries (LDCs). The threat of
climate change is mounting and it is one of the biggest challenges of this century. For them
and other ocean-based economies, rising sea levels pose an existential threat and it calls for a
collective effort and solution.

THE WAY FORWARD
India does have more flexibility than in the past to manage its rise, however, as the global
architecture opens up and its own capabilities develop. There will be inherent risks with this
practice that must be closely examined. Its vision as a developing nation and the character of
the ruling government is dedicated to making it a global leader. India’s foreign policy has
never been in such a good position as it is presently. Blue Economy can lead to the building of
prosperous and resilient economies which are future-ready.

"Promoting good perceptions of one's country is not new, but the conditions for projecting soft
power have evolved substantially in recent years," argues Joe Nye in his article on wielding soft
power (joe_nye_ wielding_ soft_ power).

Recent studies have shown that several destinations are performing and scaling well on “hard
aspects” which are tourist infrastructure, the economy and other allied services. The facet
gaining importance and presenting a destination uniquely is the “soft aspect” which includes
the environment, hospitality of the local community, art and cultural traditions, and leisure
activities (Morgan et al., 2011). India has to gauge up in both aspects. Indeed, though we've a
heritage of soft power there's an urgency to develop our hard power prospect in this area, to
contend with the world- class destinations.

Soft power is centred on the capacity to engage the opposition as well as the capability to
persuade and mobilise people. To promote collaboration amongst actors, soft power makes
use of the appeal handed by participating ideals as well as the rightness and responsibility of
contributing to these values. Soft power diplomacy through maritime tourism will facilitate rules-
based order, and sustainable development and enhance maritime collaboration among Indo-
Pacific littorals. The advancement in Blue Economy and soft power can prove to be an
instrumental step toward enhancing maritime capabilities and raising the diplomatic profile of
India. It can also be a literal step in the country’s positioning in the Indo- Pacific region.
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Women’s Empowerment and its Consequences on Society

From the very beginning of human civilization, women’s position in society was relegated. They

have been treated as second-class citizens in most countries. In the very beginning, they had
no rights at all. In every culture, they were subjugated by men. No attention was paid to their
physical, mental, and psychological well-being. They were forced to remain in the house and
used to perform all household chores. They had no political and economic rights. During the
Industrial Revolution, women were allowed to work in factories, and coal mines as chief
women’s labor force were considered profitable. They were forced to perform arduous jobs for
longer hours in exchange for a little wage, which adversely impacted their health. Even women
with labor pain were forced to perform their work.

RESEARCH ARTICLE

With the advancement of democracy, liberalism and the human rights condition of women
improved. Democracy and liberalism provided a fillip for organizing the women’s movement.
Different waves of the feminist movement in course of time slowly but steadily shattered the
foundation of the absolute nature of patriarchy and the monopoly of male domination in
society. During this time government and enlightened people talked about the empowerment
of women by permitting certain fundamental rights for women. Women were encouraged to
participate in the democratic decision-making process and economic activities. Through
several legislative enactments, an attempt was made to ameliorate the condition of vulnerable
sections of women and brought them at par with men. Nowadays most empowered women
are observed working as bank managers, army officers, IAS officers, parliamentarians, Judges,
and corporate bosses. At the same time quite contrastingly some of the empowered women
are misusing provisions of laws with ulterior motives to harass husbands, colleagues, and even
marginalized sections of women. This trend of misusing the provisions of laws meant for the
empowerment of women has become a matter of serious concern and debate.

Keywords: Second Class Citizen, Subjugated, Industrial Revolution, Fillip, Empowerment,
Legislative Enactment, Ameliorate.

Introduction: Since times immemorial women have suffered a lot at the hands of men in almost
every country. They have been given second-class citizenship. In the beginning, their relentless
suffering had escaped the attention of society as the society was dominated by the male-
centric ethos and even now it is redolent and quite pervading in all societies and cultures.
Women are considered the fulcrum of every family. Family life is incomplete without the positive
role of female members in the family.
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But still, within the family, female members don’t have the same privileges and status as male
members enjoy. Women have grown through a protracted struggle for securing some rights and
privileges which they enjoy in the present time. For a long time, women were denied voting rights
even in western countries. Politics was chiefly considered the domain of men who are capable of
making rational decisions and women were considered emotional, and feeble when it comes to
participation in politics. Women’s role was largely confined to nurturing and caregiving to their
children while men had the responsibility for maintaining the family economically. At different
stages of the evolution of society men used to take up the profession of hunting, cultivation,
grazing of domestic animals, and trade. But women’s roles remained the same and confined to
the production of children and their upbringing. Dominant ideas pervaded all society that
women were weak and impuissant. They were considered not physically fit to take up hunting
and other professions which were strenuous. Thus, they had no role in the economic field.
Economically they remained at the mercy of male members of the family. This led to an
accentuation of the gender gap and the basic rights of women remained on the verge of
extinction. Suppression of the rights of women ensued only their agony and misery.

The Industrial Revolution brought new opportunities for women to enter the workforce to support
the family. But there was a disparity in wages between men and women. Women were forced
to work for a longer duration compared to men and they generally received scanty wages
while most of the profits went to the coffers of managers. From 6 am to 7 pm they used to work
at the factory and manufacturing industries in horrible conditions with just 30 minutes lunch
break. Most of the time foods were covered in dust when given to them during lunch break
which resulted in sickness and long-term health hazards. If they turned up a little late in the
factory or broke a rule they could be strapped and sexually exploited. Women working class in
the factory and coal mines had to go through several ordeals including horrendous working
environment, long working hours, punishment, and sometimes slashes in salary. In course of time,
they organized a movement against exploitation and long working hours in industrial sectors
which forced the government enactment of labor laws in many western countries in the
beginning and later in third world countries.

Gender bias and discrimination based on gender were major encumbrances to women’s
empowerment. Gender bias persists in social, economic, political, and cultural domains in all
societies and countries. Even within the family girls and boys are not provided with the same
facilities. When it comes to the health and overall well-being of the children, girls are mostly
neglected. Even it is observed that families belonging to middle-income groups are sending
sons to prestigious English medium schools and colleges while daughters are educated at
average non-English medium schools and colleges. They are not even safe in educational
institutions. Often incidents of harassment in educational institutions by professors come to light
for giving a grade. Some female students who pursue Ph.D. often complain about either implicit
or explicit sexual advancement by their guides. Some choose to complain about this
unwelcome gesture and advancement while some remain silent due to fear of inviting the
wrath of their guides in a Ph.D. course. Incidents of molestation of girl students by peons and
security staff often hit the headline in newspapers across the country.
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Concept of Empowerment: Empowerment of women at the preliminary stage denotes making
them capable of taking important decisions concerning their day-to-day life. Opportunity for
education and carving out a niche in the employment sector, granting them political rights,
involving them in the decision-making process, and ultimately empowering them economically
and socially. The term empowerment of women has become popular in common parlance,
especially after the 1980s. It refers to the process and policies adopted for strengthening the
hands of women who have been suffering from various discriminations, disabilities, and gender
discrimination. The term empowerment of women could be understood as the process of
providing equal rights, opportunities, responsibilities, and power to women so that they shall be
capable enough to play a role on par with men in society. Women are vulnerable sections of
society and do not have significant space in a male-dominated society. Granting some privileges
and rights shall go a long way in the empowerment of women. These are (i) acknowledgment of
women’s rights, (ii) freedom to take decisions and make choices, (iii) access to education and
employment, and (iv) opportunities for political participation.

An empowered woman shall understand her responsibility towards society. Women
empowerment and achieving gender equality help society ensure the sustainable development
of a country. Many believe that sustainable development is unimaginable without gender
equality and women empowerment. Sustainable development places utmost importance on
environmental protection and social and economic development including women’s
empowerment. Here it is relevant to mention the positive role tribal women played in the
protection and preservation of forests which is popularly known as the Chipko Movement. This
movement emerged in the hill areas of the Himalayas and soon became very popular attracting
national and international attention.

Every government across the world has acknowledged the concept of women’s empowerment
and has adopted several measures to bolster women’s empowerment. Paramount importance is
given to the welfare of female children encompassing social, psychological, cultural, and
educational development. Greater political participation for women will empower them and, in
this regard, 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments Acts are considered to be very significant
and path breaking. Through 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments Acts, one-third of seats
are reserved for women in both rural and urban bodies of local self-government. Special powers
are accorded to women through these amendments. It is indeed a very positive step towards the
empowerment of women. It is now expected that rural women who have been performing
menial drudgery like farm labourers, working in the kiln industry, cleaning the utensils, cooking
food, and serving the same shall now be able to wield and exercise some political power with
their male counterparts. They shall have access to the decision-making process in managing the
affairs of all tiers of local self-government. Since the election is the cornerstone of democracy
and as being elected to local bodies of self-government voice of elected women shall have
greater weightage in the democratic decision-making process and this way their self-esteem
shall increase. Provisions of this Act for the women are revolutionary since they have been ousted
decades after decades from the arena of local self-government which was mainly considered
the domain of elected male candidates.

In managing the common affairs of village panchayat and institutions of urban government
women have been performing their responsibilities quite satisfactorily. In Parliament, seats are also
reserved for women. In a survey, it was found that women politicians are more conscious of
intricate issues concerning policy formulation and execution of those policies into practice
compared to their male counterparts. They are also more committed to their responsibilities in
comparison to male politicians. But the status and extent of empowerment of women in all
countries of the world are not the same. In advanced countries of the west women are
empowered and several laws have been enacted by the government to make them
empowered. Still, the condition of women in Islamic countries and Saudi Arabia is deplorable.
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The United Arab Emirates laws allow the man the use of limited physical means to discipline his
errant wife and children. Child prostitution, the obnoxious custom of female infibulation, child
marriage, the use of women for flesh trade, and forced to live in squalor to satisfy their customers
in exchange for a small amount of money can put a question mark on the empowerment of
women.

Today’s women mostly from urban areas are taking up top posts like bank managers, police
officers, IAS officers, and judges. Some of the empowered women have secured top posts in the
corporate sector. But as compared to the total population of women their representation in these
sectors is still awfully dismal. While in their profession even top-ranking women in charge of
important departments have to bear with lewd comments and unwelcome physical gestures
and sexually colored remarks by male colleagues. Nights are very unsafe and unkind to working
women. In 2018 while returning from the hospital a lady doctor in her mid-thirties was ravaged by
a truck driver and helpers and she was set ablaze after this despicable crime. The entire country
was shocked and shuddered by this medieval barbaric act. Shortly, the perpetrators were
nabbed by the police officers and while they tried to flee from the police custody, they were
killed by police officers in an encounter. At a certain quarter, the question was raised about the
validity of this encounter and not keeping faith in the judiciary to try the case of the victim. In
reply to this question and validity of encounter, it was argued by women groups that on most
occasions culprits escaped from comeuppance by appointing a competent and skillful lawyer
and by exploiting loopholes of law and defense of consent on the part of the victim in a trial of
the case.

Women are still striving to achieve real empowerment in India and elsewhere. For securing their
rights and achieving empowerment several women’s organizations have been formed like
Mahila Mandal (Maharashtra), Sakhi Kendra (Kanpur), and Stree Adhar Kendra (Pune). Women
organizations have been campaigning for the protection of their rights and the atrocities they
face. They have been trying to bring various heinous crimes (dowry, wife-beating, forced
prostitution, rape, acid attack) inflicted on them to the attention of policymakers, academics
and bureaucrats, and the judiciary. Some radical women wings are vociferously working for
banning pornographic films, obscene journals, obscene satire, and literary texts. They have been
campaigning for equal rights for women in promotion and service security and a non-hostile work
environment.

Given prayer, petition, and protests by a plethora of organizations devoted to the cause of
women, the Government in India has launched several women empowerment schemes, such as
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme (save girls and educate girls), Women Helpline Scheme,
UJJAWALA: A Comprehensive Scheme for Prevention of trafficking and Rescue, Rehabilitation
and Re-integration of Victims of Trafficking and Commercial Sexual Exploitation, SWADHAR Gresh
(A Scheme for Women in Difficult Circumstances), NIRBHAYA, Mahila Police Volunteers, Mahila
Shakti Kendras (MKS).

For achieving the purpose of empowerment some special privileges have been given to women
in the legal domain. To stop matrimonial offenses, the congress government enacted Hindu

Marriage Act in 1955, and in 1983 introduced section 498 A in the Indian Penal Code to protect
married women from dowry-related offenses that they often face in their matrimonial relationship.
The government also enacted the principle of equal inheritance by sons and daughters
regardless of whether the daughter was married or unwed. This was contradictory to the
prevailing notion of the Hindu view of family where married daughters were considered as
belonging to the family of their husbands, not to the family of their fathers. The entire country
witnessed fierce religious opposition to the enactment of such laws for marriage, succession, and
adoption. The Argument was raised at a certain quarter that Hindu Marriage cannot be
subjected to legislative intervention.
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By the Hindu Succession Act of 1956, the Hindu woman’s limited estate is abolished. Any property
possessed by a Hindu female is to be held by her as absolute property and she shall have full
power to deal with it and dispose it of by will as she wishes. This act also enabled females’
ownership of all property acquired either before or after the signing of the act, abolishing their
limited owner status. However, it was not until the 2005 Amendment that daughters were allowed
equal receipt of property as sons.

Most married women in India face dowry harassment and are the victims of the socially
entrenched custom of dowry. Dowry means any property or valuable security agreed to be given
either directly or indirectly by one party to a marriage to the other party of the marriage. The
practice of dowry is mainly prevalent in the Indian states of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and Rajasthan although other Indian states are no exceptions and the
largest number of dowry-related offenses are reported from these states. To curb the system of
dowry and dowry-related offenses, the government enacted Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961. In 1984
Indian Parliament amended the Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961. After amendment offenses under
the act have been made cognizable and a police officer can arrest an accused person for
demanding dowry without a warrant from the Magistrate and police have the power of initiating
criminal proceedings against the culprit.

Four sections under the IPC cover dowry-related offenses-first, cruelty on women by husband or
any relatives of the husband under section 498 A of IPC. This section automatically gets activated
if the husband or his family members subject the woman to cruelty or harassment. Secondly,
dowry death in case the woman dies by burns or bodily injury in unnatural circumstance within
seven years of marriage and before her death she was subjected to cruelty and harassment in
connection with any demand for dowry then such death shall be considered as dowry death
under section 304 B of the IPC and the accused husband and relative of the husband shall be
liable to be punished. Thirdly, intentional death of woman-if a person intentionally causes a
woman’s death that would be considered murder under section 302 of the IPC. Fourthly,
abetment of suicide of woman-if the husband or any relative of the husband treats woman to
such an extent that shall drive or compel her to commit suicide within seven years span of a
nuptial bond the case would come under the ambit of section 306 of the IPC, that is abetment to
suicide. Dowry death generally happens in the privacy of residential homes making it impossible
to obtain cogent and direct evidence which is indispensable for the conviction of the culprits. To
overcome this hurdle, Amendment Act, 43 of 1986 has inserted section 113 B in the Indian
Evidence Act, to strengthen the prosecution’s hands by allowing a certain presumption to be
raised if certain fundamental facts are established and the unfortunate incident of death has
taken place within seven years of marriage.

Provisions are also available in the Code of Criminal Procedure for the maintenance of divorced
wives and children born out of wedlock. Section 125 of the CrPC specifically laid down provision
for interim maintenance of the wife and minor children during the pendency of the cases by her
husband. All legal expenses which are borne by the wife during all stages of trials in divorce
proceedings shall be taken care of by the husband as per the provisions of laws. It is interesting to
note here that the maintenance clause under 125 of the CrPC is not only available to the wife,

even indigent parents can invoke this provision of maintenance against their sons and daughters
in case they have no source of income. The honorable Supreme Court has directed all lower
courts to dispose of all maintenance cases within 60 days. The only exception which will not
entitle the wife to claim maintenance is if it is found that the wife has withdrawn from the society
of the husband without any reasonable cause and has been living in adultery.

Section 9 of the Hindu Marriage Act is available to both husband and wife and invocation of this
provision can be initiated when either of the party to a marriage has left the other party without
any valid reason and the court forces the errant party to resume a conjugal relationship. This
provision of the Hindu Marriage Act has received flak from women groups espousing the cause of
women’s rights.
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They have argued that very often greedy husbands after
coercing the wives for dowry demands drive the women out of
the house and when the women take recourse to section 125
of the CrPC for maintenance mischievous husbands file
restitution of conjugal rights case as provided under section 9
of the Hindu Marriage Act. In the restitution of conjugal rights
case after several rounds of mediation between disputant
husband and wife and counseling of both by the experts
according to the directives of the court, the wife is asked to
return to the unsafe matrimonial home where she is further
subjected to ill-treatment, harassment, and torture. They have
also argued that section 9 of the Hindu Marriage Act is in
contravention of Article 21 of the Indian Constitution. The court
cannot force women to go back to such a matrimonial home
where there is no guarantee of life, liberty, and safety.

Gross violation of woman’s rights is accentuated by section 9 of the Hindu Marriage Act. If any
woman is not willing to return to her matrimonial home even after several rounds of mediation and
counseling the Judge sometimes passes a decree in the restitution of conjugal rights cases in favor
of the husband asking the wife to resume a conjugal relationship with the husband. If the wife does
not return within one year or more the husband files an execution case of the said decree. Then it
automatically becomes a ground for divorce and the husband gets the decrees of divorce
without providing alimony to the wife as she is not complying with the decrees in the restitution of
conjugal right cases which was earlier passed in favor of the husband. Even the court can proceed
to attachment of property of the woman for not complying with the order in the restitution of
conjugal right case which was passed in favor of the aggrieved husband. The Provision of
attachment of property by the court stands in sharp contrast to women’s rights. So, the judiciary
nowadays seriously contemplating doing away with the attachment of property clause and
scrapping section 9 of the Hindu Marriage Act.

In 2005 government passed the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act (PWDVA) with
due regard to the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination
against women. PWDVA is a pathbreaking step to secure the all-round empowerment of women.
Domestic violence constitutes any gender-based violence acts that result in, or are likely to result
in, physical, sexual, or psychological harm or suffering to women. The violent acts include threats of
such actions as well as coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty. These acts may happen either in
public or in private life. Such violence might ensue within the family and includes battering, sexual
abuse of female children in the household, dowry-related violence, marital rape, female genital
mutilation, and other traditional practices harmful to women and their modesty. The General
community or society is engulfed by the spate of such violence which may include ravaging of
women, sexual abuse, sexual harassment and intimidation at the workplace, in educational
institutions and elsewhere, trafficking in women, forced prostitution, and exploitation of women by
the pimp in a brothel to satisfy the brute perverse instincts and urges of customers.

Domestic violence is deeply rooted in our society for a long time. In India, it was recognized as a
human rights issue in the mid-1980s on account of the growing number of dowry deaths. This
culminated in the incorporation of 498-A for cruelty against women in the Indian Penal Code.
PWDVA recognizes how domestic violence inhibits women at multiple levels and provides various
support services to women to help deal with adverse situations. PWDVA provides mandatory
assistance from medical facilities and shelter homes, provision for legal aid, and counseling under
the direction of the court. This act allows Magistrate to order or grant monetary relief and monthly
payments of maintenance.
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PWDVA provides that the Magistrate may at any stage of the trial of the case, direct either one or
both the parties to the suit to undertake counseling with any member of the service providers
who hold the required qualification and experience of counseling. Women activist groups are
critical and have raised serious concerns about the counseling provision of the act as it is often
observed as a tool for preserving the strained marriage and placing women back in the violent
situation.

In the operation of laws for the protection of women, there is a legal vacuum that most of the
time is exploited by the perpetrators. It has been observed that culprits by engaging a very
competent lawyer and by exploiting legal loopholes get themselves exculpated from the
charges of committing heinous crimes. In rape cases, defendants’ lawyers often enter the ground
of defense of consent on the part of the victims. Browbeating by the defendants’ lawyers and
putting a sensitive tricky question to the woman in the trial of rape cases amounts to outraging
her modesty further and this forces the woman to alter her statement given in the original petition
and even tamper with the evidence by subterfuge makes the case of rape victim weak.
Moreover, under the common law system of our country, the accused person is presumed to be
innocent unless his guilt is proved beyond a reasonable doubt. In the common law system, the
burden of proof is on the prosecution and the degree of proof required in a criminal trial is
beyond a reasonable doubt. This is the principal reason that an accused person often goes scot-
free in criminal cases including rape cases.

Consequences of Empowerment: Empowerment has led to the execution of dominating will by
advanced sections of women in matrimonial relationships with husbands and other family
members of the husband. Socially, educationally and economically backward sections of
women are often verbally abused and exploited by advanced sections of empowered women
either in office or when such backward women work as domestic help. In the modeling and
glamour industry, less attractive women often have to bear adverse comments about skin
complexion by drop-dead gorgeous women. Some of the empowered women throw racist jibes
at women belonging to backward castes and having a scanty source of income.

Incidents of misusing various provisions of laws have been reported. In matrimonial relationships, if
any dispute crops up over trifling issues with the husband less tolerant impulsive women file 498 A
cases against husbands and relatives of husbands. This results in the automatic arrest of husbands
and family members of husbands including mother-in-law, and sister-in-law. They languish in
prison until the case is disposed of. Due to the arrest of the husband, he is suspended from his job,
and even in some cases, the husband loses his job as a criminal case is instituted and he is
arrested. As a result, the husband and his family members go through agony and emotional
turbulence. During the trial of the case, the husband and his family members face an ordeal. The
case goes on for several years and ultimately at the time of final disposal of the case, it is
observed that the complaint was lodged on frivolous grounds. Section 498 A of the IPC has been
considered a draconian provision on account of its large-scale misuse by some disgruntled
sections of women.

National Crime Record Bureau (NCBR) published a report stating an alarming trend of suicide
among married men for misusing section 498 A of the IPC by women with mischievous motives. In
a reality 498 (A) case is lodged against the mother-in-law, sister-in-law, and along with husband.
As a result, women are suffering at the hands of women. It has also been established in court
cases that after marriage women on the pretext of not adjusting in matrimonial homes
repeatedly persuaded their husbands to leave the house and settle down in their in-law’s house.
When her husband objected to this proposal, she left the matrimonial home of her own volition,
and later she filed a dowry harassment case, 498 A case, maintenance case under 125 of the
CrPC, and also filed cases under section 377 of the IPC (unnatural carnal intercourse against the
order of the nature). Sometimes false rape cases are also being filed against 85 years old fathers-
in-law and 12 years old brothers-in-law.



The Literature Times Vol.1 Issue 4

Page 25

As a result, the image of the husband is tarnished in the eyes of society and he has no option
other than fighting such false cases. Before the proceeding starts in the case the judges pass a
maintenance order in favor of the woman and the husband has to bear all legal expenses of the
wife.

Another area of misusing the legal provision is filing false domestic violence cases against the

husband and his family members. According to the provision of law separate shelter is to be
arranged for women by their husbands. Sometimes it has been observed that women staying in
the same house fight domestic violence case against husbands and other family members. After
counseling women according to the directives of the court it was found that they filed such cases
against husbands on frivolous grounds and out of rage. Most of the domestic violence cases are
filed against the mother-in-law, and sister-in-law while brothers-in-law are sometimes spared. This is
another example of the subjugation of women by women. The Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 (POSH Act) has turned out to be a
very powerful weapon in the hands of greedy sections of women. Because of sexual harassment,
the Supreme Court of India passed Vishaka guidelines to curb sexual harassment in the
workplace. Growing numbers of misuse of the POSH Act are also being noticed. Some of the
models in the glamour industry are misusing POSH Act against film producers and extorting
money. Many women have misused the provision of this act against male colleagues and
corporate bosses out of a grudge.

In society, a new trend is the misuse of the provisions of the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act (POSCO) by women in case of a land dispute with neighbors. Complaints of sexual
abuse of a minor child by a father have often reached the court under POSCO Act. In a
particular case, the Calcutta High court quashed charges framed under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POSCO) Act against a man from West Bengal who was
sentenced to four years in jail for pulling the scarf of a class 12 student proposing marriage. The
High court in the trial of the said case noticed apparent discrepancies in the statements made by
the victim and her mother and uncle who complained. There were discrepancies in the date and
time of the alleged crime as per the statement of the minor, the eyewitness was not examined
and all other prosecution witnesses were found to be of little relevance. While pronouncing
judgment it is stressed that in a criminal trial, the date of occurrence, time of occurrence, and

place of occurrence are the most vital pieces of evidence. If there is any deviation from the
above-mentioned three facts, the entire case remains doubtful.

Section 406 of the IPC dealing with criminal breach of trust has also become a powerful weapon
in the hands of cantankerous women who with fraudulent intent claim recovery of stridhan
(women’s estate or property) from their husbands in case of matrimonial dispute and harass
husbands and family members. Sometimes fabricated lists of items are sent to the husband’s
family as part of the process of recovery of stridhan and thus they directly or indirectly extort
money from their husbands.

Concluding Observation: From the above discussion, it is quite evident that women have been
subjected to several discrimination in almost all domains of life through the ages. Protracted
struggle and feminist movement by the enlightened women have led to the empowerment and
emancipation of women. Their hard-earned empowerment is welcome. But today modernized
women somehow lack patience and tolerance when it comes to matrimonial relationships.
Previously women were competent enough to manage both domestic affairs and their
independent business and salaried profession. Some sections of modernized women are breaking
up with their husbands on trivial matters. An awful dismal picture of today’s society in urban areas
is that empowered women are misusing provisions of laws for ill motives. As a result, husbands are
suffering tremendously.
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Even judges of the court are quite aware of the misuse of the provisions of laws enacted for the
empowerment of women. Most of the 498 A cases are filed on frivolous grounds to harass the
husband and his family members. Due to large-scale misuse of this provision honorable Supreme
Court of India issued a guideline to the police officers before making an arrest. Previously there
was no provision for a preliminary inquiry in 498 A cases and once the case was filed by the wife
against the husband and his family members, they were automatically arrested by the police

officers without entering into preliminary inquiry before arrest. Now if any such case is lodged with
the police an Investigating Officer (IO) shall come to the spot and enquire. In civil society, a
movement is organized by men’s working groups for the scrapping of some of the provisions in
laws that have led to large-scale misuse. Even National Commission on Women (NCW), NGOs,
Human Rights Commission, and judges have admitted misuse of some of the provisions of laws by
mischievous sections of women. As a result, in court cases, genuine cases filed by victimized
women are viewed with grave suspicion and usually, such women do not get justice. If this trend
continues empowerment shall receive backlash and soon be out of track and victimized sections
of women shall suffer.
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This book is a 

basic guide to 

event 

management 

and all the 

functional areas 

that are related 

to it.

Event Management, 
Marketing, Planning, Production & Management

EDITOR’S CHOICE

Logical, informative and highly engaging, this book is like

a basic guide to event management and all the

functional areas that are related to it. The book cover

comes with an image of a concert which is taken as the

example of a large- scale event with a huge daily footfall

and it immediately exudes the idea that forms the core

topic of the book i.e. the manner in which one is to go

about managing an event. There are four aspects that

are mentioned to be related to event management

namely, marketing, planning, production and

management.

The purpose of the book is to simplify and make easily

available the core aspects of event management with

the aim to help new businesses grow. This is attained

through a systematic and simplified manner of presenting

the ideas, core values and business ethics that need to

be kept in mind.

It is a one stop destination to all the five aspects mentioned in the title. This makes the

reader who is highly engaged in this subject matter to be able to find all the necessary

information under one roof. Additionally, for readers who may have little knowledge

about this subject area, the book presents itself to be interesting, engaging and

arouses the curiosity to learn more about this new topic.

It is equal to five books in one with practical information under one roof regarding

event management and its related disciplines. At over 160 pages, the book is

moderately lengthy but fully packed with vital knowledge, practical advice and new,

innovative and up to date ideas that is bound to be useful for readers who wish to

venture in this area of starting a business in event management but feel clueless about

how to go about it.

While this is a technical book, there is no unnecessary technical jargon used that may

intimidate beginner level readers. Instead, the information is simplified and presented in

a very easy to understand language.
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Tips and tricks of the trade are 
presented though the book seems 

more of a checklist and less of a 
handbook. There is some more 

scope for elaboration of the points 
and a need for more of descriptive 

passages to help readers 
understand with exactness the true 
meaning of the pointers. However, 
this should not be considered as a 

drawback of the book. Instead, as it 
is said that brevity is the soul of wit, 

this book too serves as a reminder of 
the tasks and areas that need to be 

worked on for anyone entering or 
interested in entering this field.

Nonetheless, the book is very handy 
and every little thing is covered and 

driven home to the minds of the 
reader with a simplicity that is rarely 
seen in technical books on business. 

This eases not just the reading 
process but also the task at hand as 
it showcases the multi- dimensional 
aspects of setting up a business and 
the amount of things that need to 

be kept in mind for the smooth and 
successful running of the business. 

The book will be enjoyed by 
students of commerce, business 
management and also general 

readers or anyone looking forward 
to step into this field of event 

management.

The language only makes use of technical

terms as and when necessary but then

also it defines these terms with ease and in

a simplified manner. The style of writing is

simple, easy to follow, and is made easy to

understand for the reader regardless of

whether he or she is a beginner or

advanced level reader. This makes the

entire book rather user friendly and piques

the interest of the reader.

There are no difficult words used and the

manner of relaying the information is also

very systematic. The path adhered by the

writers is one of maintaining a balance

between the creative and the scientific.

This means that the information is

presented in a scientific, rational, logical

manner and in a way that readers can

easily understand and relate to it even if

they may have no field experience in this

regard and are completely new to this

area. This serves to be highly motivating

for the reader. They feel welcomed and

warmly addressed which sustains their

interest as much as their chances of

coming back to the text and educating

themselves well in this regard.

The bullet points serve to assist the thought

process of the reader by presenting

information that is suitable to help them

sustain their business ventures and also

provides scope for new ideas that will be

a source of motivation to build on their

basic knowledge of event management

business, its requirements, challenges and

prospects. This adds to the technical

aspects of the book and also elaborates

on the need of this event management

industry and the scope of its growth and

development in the future. The entire book

almost serves as a checklist for the

beginner in this business area who can rely

on the contents of the book to make sure

that they are well prepared and have

things planned out.

Authors: Lav Yadav & Kush Yadav

Reviewed By: Tasnima Yasmin

Published By: Evincepub Publishing
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It was the darkest of the night as if a Devil has entered the capital city and ‘yes’, the

same was felt when there were no lights in the entire city except those of few vehicles

plying in the streets. The black Angel’s wings were unable to protect the earth and the

Devil, named Vishammad; quite like Sabbatic Goat, first took shelter at the rooftop of a

Masjid and then went to the quarter of the priest. Frequent loadshedding and no-moon

day was an added irritation to the people which helped him to take a walk in the area.

The stars too have gone somewhere else, may be in another universe.

Krishna suddenly stopped at Lajpat Nagar as he saw a girl standing just about 10-15

metres from the bus-stand; though few vehicles were plying on the road and few people

in the bustand, the girl was standing alone with a vanity bag. Seeing her alone, he

offered lift.

She refused but he insisted. She left the place and started walking quickly along the

traffic intersection with red lights enable to cross one side. During the night the red light

serves the pedestrians as a rescuer, which is in some way safe and alright when one has

to cross the road as people remain vulnerable to accident and the roads become

death traps after midnight. There, unlike the other days, were not many tourists,

young/old couples, groups of students and even families walking around even late at

night, a scarcity in crowd counting was felt.

Rejection made him angry, frustrated. He returned with a deserted heart but decided to

fight back the next day.

Krishna shortened his name from Krishna Murari Dubey. His father Radhey Shyam Dubey,

a religious person as well as an established astrologer, decided this name after

consultations with other renowned astrologers. Radhey Shyam built his empire through TV

channels and Youtube programmes apart from being a Temple Manager. After

completing MCA, Krishna joined an MNC in Greater NOIDA and was in search of a

monochrome beauty.

It was the softness that called body and brain to rest and let the heart go to its steady

rhythm but that night, Krishna could not sleep properly. Aspiring for one promise of life

awaiting the return of the sun; next night, he again halted near Lajpat Nagar Metro

Station and took two ice-creams. Then slowly went near the girl; and extending one ice-

cream towards her, he said desperately:

The Devil’s Night 

By Boby Narayan
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-2-

OK. Let’s go to The Electric Room. We can enjoy there till 5.

Krishna married Radhika with a short version of formalities and thereafter he broke the

news to his mother, Savitri Dubey. For few minutes, she didn’t respond; and then said:

Please come home. We will accept your choice.

Radhey Shyam was away in the temple. He was an expert in yelling out demons from

human body, was busy in performing Tantra-Mantra for eradicating a ghost from a girl;

the very moment his phone rang, Savitri Devi conveyed the message to him. He asked the

father of the victim to come another day for her purification.

He left the temple and so did Vishammad along with him in his car and enjoyed the

potholes jerks. Indian roads mostly similar to pox-stricken cheeks and are always loved by

devils, hence he came down and walked along to see whether his disciples are on

perfection but actually as he too was in search of Sirin, the Egyptian beauty who

Vishammad believed to be somewhere in Delhi.

Both of them were very much afraid as Krishna didn’t return the day before; apart from

that he switched of his phone. Hearing the news of his son’s deed, Radhey Shyam was

very happy as if his son had done a remarkable job and achieved the lost glory. As a boy

Krishna was very shy even in his college days which marked an impression that he won’t

be able talk to girls and the notion was destroyed.

One the way he stopped near Agarwal Sweet Shop and purchased almost the whole

shop but with his hard-earned money. A little bit of decoration & lighting was done.

However, no relatives were invited. Neighbours in Delhi are equivalent to foreigners.

It was late evening. The Dubeys with curious eyes, watched from the Balcony and they

began to clap as soon the newly wed got down from the bike. Radhey Shyam saw the

Devil, who was watching from a Neem tree and decided to fight him. Very next moment,

Radhey Shyam got down through stairs and soon after, left the house. The newlywed

couple entered the house and touched the feet of Savitri who was standing in the

balcony, but her eyes were searching for her husband. After few minutes both entered his

room.

May I know your name?

Betwixt quiet a good number of people, she got a sudden jerk. But without much

hesitation, she asked:

Why? Who are you? What do you want?

People call me Krishna. May I know your name? You are the beauty I was looking for.

Radhika, Radhika Pandey.

Will you marry me?

What! But I don’t know you? What do you do? When? Where? At this juncture? Night?

She took the ice-cream and waited for the reply. Strangers generally don’t have stock of

words to exchange in their first meets. Most of the time, they looked at each other as if to

know the language of heart; and thereafter, spent the night walking along the road in

deaf and dumb. The sadness of the sky stopped Vishammad to interfere in the angelic

matter.

Soon they were interrupted by the police-patrolling team and taken to thana. Bribing the

police, they came out. Krishna asked: Where would you like to go? Pubs, discotheques or

eating joints?

Radhika, with a stammering note, replied: I don’t know.
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Manoj did not reply. Preeti exclaimed, ‘Oh! No. Then she ran towards Savitri and

narrated the matter to Savitri which rumbled her. With hottest of the hottest

temperament of her life, She shouted:

You rake! Wrencher! Scoundrel, that is the reason why I got STD and suffered for

months. I am no more living with you. I am going and don’t show me your dirty face.

The uncontrollable anger made her throw the mobile on him which got cracked. She

didn’t pick up decided to not to visit that house again. Before leaving, she told Preeti, “I

am going to my father’s house. We expect God to provide us with smooth sailing, but

God sometimes comes in and with a tempestuous storm, wearing a mask of the Devil,

the destroyer of life and love enters established norms. My husband is a devil with that

mask.”

None of the Devils discriminate; irrespective of caste, creed, or religion; his disciples follow him
without changing the path of misdeeds, some of them wear white kurta with cap, khaki or
white or blue-collar shirt but most of them are without any particular uniform. The rich follow him
most and in fabricated way. But people across all societies have developed the idea of a devil
as an anti-human force that can hide itself within society and it’s not his fault while all almighty
figures have failed venerating a demon present in the society.
Preeti felt ashamed of his brother. Manoj calmed Savitri but asked Radhey Shyam to leave the
house immediately. When Radhey Shyam had left, Savitri also left for her matrimonial house.

Savitri was unable to understand the sudden sprout of the moment and she began to

search the entire house from first floor to fourth and then came down; but there was no

trace of Radhey Shyam. She shouted but Krishna didn’t adhere to her calls. He knew

about his father who had less affiliation towards the family and most of time moved for

outing at night chasing the ghosts. After all it was his nuptial night. Krishna asked his

mother to calm down. The sky too was in black tranquillity as if married to a poetry of

stars. Night didn’t come as a reward of sorts, a restfulness above to calm the soul.

Without getting any clue she began to curse, the newcomer, ‘what a bad luck she has

brought along with! But it’s my son’s fault’.

-3-

Even after two days, Radhey Shyam didn’t return. At last, he was traced at his sister’s

house.

Preeti, you should have informed us. Said Savitri in a complaining voice.

How can I know that he has left the house without informing?

Okay. I am coming.

On meeting Radhey Shyam, Savitri Devi cried for a moment. Rubbing the tears, she

asked:

Why did you leave all of a sudden?

I can’t stay there anymore. Why

She is a call-girl.

How do you know?

Radhey Shyam did not reply. There was utter silence. The silence created doubt.

Without finding any solution, she asked Manoj, brother-in-law, to interfere.

Hello, Maharaj! What happened? What is the matter? Let me know.

Jijaji, what to tell. Many a times I took the girl to the hotel. She charges 10 thousand per

night.

What nonsense! Now what will happen, If your son could know about this?

Before that I will kill her.
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-4-

Krishna was very much worried from the newly developing situations. His father,

and also his mother, none was traceable and even the nuptial night was a

devastating one. It was premature ejaculation. She didn’t meet the orgasm.

And the next day, soon the quarrel turned into fight.

Taking some Shilajit tablets, he again tried but the same problem. Now she

kicked him and spit on him. With disgrace, he came out of the room and spent

the night in the balcony in distress, frustration, and feelings of shame; the guilt

or anxiety caused further neurological disorder for the moment.

In the morning, Radhika left. Krishna did not stop her but felt a sense of relief

from desperation. With the concerns of Preeti, Manoj came to meet Krishna as

Radhey Shyam had announced to kill her. There they found Radhey Shyam

had not arrived since the day of wedding and expressed their concerned

about the girl. Knowing that she had already left and the reasons behind, they

sighed a sense of relief as for the major crime was evaved; rest of the problems

would soothe with the time and soon, they left.

While returning from office, another colleague accompanied him. Vishammad

was already waiting few yards away from the bus-stand. His wet disciplines

give most revenue to the government but are the most hatred one. They got

down at Lajpat Nagar and went to a pub. There Radhika was already dancing

with another guy.

His friend asked: Scotch?

Krishna said: when we are just partying for getting drunk, Cheap whiskey

bottles we should completely resort to. That won’t burn a hole in your pocket

but give you the kick you wanted to dance the night away.

With the intoxication level reaching its peak, Krishna suddenly saw Radhika was

going out talking with mobile in her ears. He also ran behind her towards the

bus stand. To his utter surprise, Radhika was talking to someone in the car.

His friend too came out and joined him. And then asked, “What are you

looking at?”

Then closely looking at his eyes, said, “That girl… Oh, no! She is bargaining.

Don’t waste your time. Here you will find lots of such items. Most of the

astonishing acts are given completion on the roads. Let’s go somewhere else

and enjoy the Devil’s night.”

Krishna peeped at the number plate. He fluttered his eyelids and chafed them.

Sounds very familiar; it was quite known! Then he punched downwards. It was

his father’s car. Before he could think of any other thought, she entered the

car. Soon it vanished into the heart of darkness. Vishammad flew away being

happy with the existence of evil, in majority, in a divine earth defeating the

God’s purpose.

***********
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Poetry conveys the emotions born from the depths of 

experience, which not only enlighten the readers, but 

they also appeal to the in-depth thought processes 

and ideas of a person. Prose, as a style of literary 

writing, is unable to create the same magic and aura 

that a piece of poetry can and touch the emotions of 

the readers in a far more impactful manner. 

“Chrysanthemom” by Satishchandra Marutrao

Gaikwad is one piece of literary writing that achieves 

this feat through the effortless style of poetry written by 

the author. At the same time, the poet talks about 

many different subjects which form the fragment of 

human lives and influence them on the whole. The 

impact of this resonates throughout the text and keeps 

the readers in tune with the different forms of poetry 

writing that the author undertakes in his writing.

Chrysanthemom begins with poems that are based on

the routine experiences and observations of the author

and bear the impressions of the impact that events

have had on people and society as a whole. In some

poems, the readers are mere observers or listeners to

what the author shares, and in some poems, they

become participants who agree with the poet’s words

and identify and relate with the situations he takes up

and writes about. This holds true for the different covid

poems Gaikwad has written, which include “Covid

Warrior,” “Covid 19,” “Melancholy,” “The Doctor,” and

others. These poems take the readers back to the dark

days of the pandemic when lives were being lost like

the sweep of a wave. While countless lives were lost, it

also taught the readers valuable lessons which the

author recalls.

The poetry collection of more than 40 poems touches

different dimensions in literary writing. The author in

“Chrysanthemom” picks his raw material from history

and writes, “Tarabai the brave Maratha Queen.” The

readers here take the seat of an observer who listens to

an event of history and hears the story of a valiant

warrior. There are poems like “Tai my sister,” “Anna- my

eldest brother,” “Mother please forgive me,” “Mother’s

hand,” and others that are born from a different

aspect of the poet’s family.

Book Review    |   Chrysanthemom

These poems relate on 
a personal level as 
they are where the 

poet pours his heart as 
he reminisces over life. 

These poems also 
showcase the deep 

connection the author 
shares with his family 
and how they have 

influenced and 
shaped his life. This 

makes readers of all 
ages connect with 
Gaikwad’s poetry 

instantly and develop 
a connection that 
remains even after 

they have finished the 

collection. 
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Gaikwad’s poems are born from the ordinary but assume extraordinary 
dimensions due to the choice of words of the author and give them the 

touches of immortality. These touches ensure that the readers keep 
coming back to the poems and reading them again and again. They 

may also refer them to their friends, family members, and younger people 
they know. “Chrysanthemom” by Satishchandra Marutrao Gaikwad will 

be known for the well chosen subjects, the thought put into choosing the 
right words, the expressions that the author uses to convey complex 
emotions, and the situations he takes to explore in his poetry writing. 

“Chrysanthemom” by Satishchandra Marutrao Gaikwad is a poetry
collection that can be enjoyed by readers of all ages and can be read
at different times. It is not just due to the content, it also is due to the
language that the poet uses in writing the poems. It is clear, simple, and
easily understandable. At the same time, the poetic style of Gaikwad is
compact, compressed, concisely focused on the title of the poem, and
very specific. This increases the relevance of the title, and thus the poems
make more sense. It is also interesting to observe how the author chooses
his titles. They may say what the subject of the poem will be, yet they are
prompted to read and find out what the poems have to say. Therefore,
all readers who are interested in poetry reading can try reading
Gaikwad’s collection “Chrysanthemom” and explore the depths of
writing that the poet takes to write and express his style.

Dr. Satish Gaikwad MD (Medicine)
• Consultant Physician and Aviation Medicine

Specialist

• Poet, writer, and lyricist

• Member of API

• Founder Member of Indian Society of Criticare

Medicine

• Associate Fellow Aerospace Medicine Society

• Member Association Chest physician India

• Former Director of Medical Services Air India

• Writer and Poet: Introduction to his creative work

• Dr. Satish Gaikwad is Consultant Physician

practicing at Juhu Mumbai. He is fully devoted to

preserving, promoting the health of society, and

preventing diseases.

• He has a keen interest in science and Nature. He is

Poet and Writer. He has written three books of

poetry and also written his autobiography. He is co-

author of a book on Hypertension.

The Author
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Aman Talwar has ventured into the field of writing with the publication of her first book

‘Weaving Emotions.’ She holds a MBA degree and after her stint as a corporate

professional, she took to the field of creativity. Writing was always her passion. She

strongly believes that words can create magic and make a difference. It’s this belief

that propelled her to turn her passion into her profession. She wishes that she is able to

bring to light the priceless treasures which remain an enigma to one and all.

Aman Talwar

AUTHOR STORY

Contributing to the literary genre known as ‘Poetry & Fictional Writing,’ this book ‘The

Hidden Gems’ authored by Aman Talwar is undoubtedly a reflection of the author’s self

as happy or sad or engulfed with thoughts of the past endeavors and failures at times.

Moreover, being one of the mass called humans her work is a successful attempt in

portraying the vicissitudes and sunny and cloudy days that every human comes across

in life.

Each of the ‘40 Poems & Feature Articles’ in this book are like the unique sketch of

emotional love, pain that comes in human life, belief in spirituality too and so on.

Author, Aman Talwar was previously a corporate professional, while now she is a

published poetess. Writing was always her passion and she decided to explore it in the

form of her poetic skills. She believes that her skills have been inculcated from her

mother. Her poems revolves around life and its various aspects in the form of sentiments,

emotions, a strong bonding towards relationships.
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Book Review

Verdict: The book, “The Hidden 
Gems” is having a great 

collection of poems as well as 
feature articles and the best 
thing is that there is a story 

attached to each of the 
chapters present in this book, 
which makes it a Must Read 
one. Well, the poetry lovers 

and fictional readers are going 
to love this book and it 

deserves a chance since the 
readers can easily connect to 

the emotions displayed by the 
poet, through her writings. 
The author had beautifully 

expressed her words and had 
been honest with her writings, 

which makes her book even 
more meaningful and Reading 

Worthy!

The readers will also love to 
see that the poems not only 
have a strong start, but also 

had been successful in 
retaining their flow until the 
very end.  Well, this is one of 
those things, which actually 
provides with an immense 

amount of satisfaction as the 
readers.

Currently, Author Aman Talwar has ventured into the field of
writing with the publication of her first book ‘Weaving Emotions.’
She holds a MBA degree and after her stint as a corporate
professional, she took to the field of creativity. Writing was always
her passion. She strongly believes that words can create magic and
make a difference. It is this belief that propelled her to turn her
passion into her profession. She wishes that she were able to bring
to light the priceless treasures, which remain an enigma to one and
all.

Book’s Theme & Introduction: Poetry & Feature Articles – This book,
The Hidden Gems by author-poet Aman Talwar is having a collection
both poems as well as articles. With some amazing illustrations before
the beginning of each chapter, the book presents the readers with a great
combination of poetry and fictional writing. The book unearths the
bejewelled moments of substance that remain concealed amidst the
commotion of the conventional practices pursued as a way of living. It
hopes to shed light on those scattered precious pearls, which if gathered
in a thread, can be adorned by one and all as their most prized
possession. A composition of feature articles and poetry immersed in
sublime moments.

Book Title & Cover: The title, “The Hidden Gems” for this poetry and
literary fictional book is certainly an appropriate one, with reference to
the chapters added to this book by the Author. In addition, it is a very
‘Catchy Title’ and this is something, which makes the book even more
interesting, as the title itself compels you as a fictional reader to pick up
this book for a read. In this case, the title is giving a very beautiful and
mesmerizing vibe so you would feel the urge to go inside the chapters
and try to understand the Author’s expression of words.

Now, coming down to the book cover design, we see the portrayal of
“precious ornament collection kept in a jewellery box!” Well, this alluring
book cover is not just giving a “Breath-taking Impression” but also,
creating a very mesmerizing and beautiful vibe just like the Book’s Title!
The readers are free to interpret the book cover design in a thousand
different ways as per their sense of interpretation, but the most common
interpretation could be that the illustration on the book cover is showing
The Hidden Gems, as the book title suggests!

Readers’ Connect: One of the amazing thing about this book is
that some of the poems in this collection are truly heart touching
and will mesmerize the poetry lovers. The poems as well as the
feature articles are written one after another on all kinds of
themes, which are generally the part of common lifetime
experiences. Well, the way author has composed her book is
something bit unique and at the same time, it looks interesting
enough for the readers too!

The Literature Times Vol.1 Issue 4

Page 36



With an evocative book cover that has a side profile of the 

ruler, the theme and central focus of this book needs no 

further introduction. The book cover and title are enough to 

portray the topic that this book deals with. It is a non-fiction 

about the Mughal ruler Aurangzeb but it is the subtitle 

“White Washing Tyrant, Distorting Narrative” that catches the 

attention of the reader and is bound to raise some 

eyebrows. The book takes readers through the pages of 

history to uncover and reconstruct the actual figure of a 

much controversial ruler in Indian Mughal history. The book 

will be of particular interest to students of history, or readers 

who enjoy non-fiction and biographies though this book is 

not a complete biography of any sort. 

The book is a rather lengthy read with 23 chapters stretched over 333 pages and

delves deep into issues of contention between historians and scholars of Indian

history. The main assertion as claimed by the author is that modern revisionists of

Indian history have provided a much -distorted view of a tyrannical figure. The book

begins with a clear justification of the subtitle of the book as the author explains the

angle of focus in this much heated topic. The idea is to re-read and understand not

just the figure of Aurangzeb but also reconstruct discourse that surrounds this ruler. The

book stands as a fact- finding exercise as the author claims his efforts to be. In doing

so, the author presents a counter -narrative that is less favoured and little known. This

makes the topic of the book extremely gripping as there are some fresh facts and

new contentions made by the author. These are not of course, based on wishful

thinking but have their roots in detailed study and hours of painstaking research.

Several myths are burst and misconceptions are done away with as the author takes

time, through a moderate pace and a highly organised flow of the narrative to

discuss and debate, speculate and decipher the figure and reputation of Aurangzeb.

It must be noted that the book follows a thinking out loud process and is a bold step

towards debatable facts. It is a step forward in the direction of deciphering fact from

fiction and the mixing of fact and fiction to create a distorted image of Indian history.

The book is well organised in terms of the flow of subject matter. The arguments are

well constructed, flow in a logical fashion and have a context on the basis of which

they are being made. This makes the entire reading process really interesting as these

are not merely subjective viewpoints of the author but based on concrete facts that

have been explored and found by the author after much hard work and detailed

research. It is reflected in the facts that are cited and the issues that are raised with

the one sided and dominant focus on this historical figure and an important era of

Indian history at large. The pace of the narrative is moderate. This does not make it

hard for a reader to follow the narrative who is not well acquainted with the subject

of Indian history.
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The writing style has a poetic charm to it as 

the sub headings are interspersed with 

passages that begin and end at a 

speculation which makes bold claims and 

fearlessly cuts through dominant narratives to 

engage in a debate of how much is too 

much. The idea is to pinpoint the points of 

distortion. However, it is not a fight against 

anyone but an attempt to re-read history, to 

look at inferior contentions and to assess the 

basis on which they have been made. The 

book comes with several pie charts and 

tables that make the arguments easy to 

visualise and keeps focus on the central 

issues. The book also comes with a set of 

appendices that look at the religion and 

region wise break up of top administrative 

positions under Aurangzeb and a list of Hindu 

nobles under the reign of Aurangzeb and the 

fate they met with.   

The detailed debates and discussions make the book highly
informative. It is not simple a collection of facts but an argumentative

flow of thoughts that discuss certain views and counter them through a
logical and detailed manner of thinking. It is the thought process that is
sharpened as the reader gets acquainted with counter views and
learns to decipher history and historical figures from the perspective of
the less known thinkers. This raises speculation surrounding the dominant
viewpoints surrounding the figure of Aurangzeb. The subheadings
through out the book have an almost poetic charm. For example,
‘Reconstructing The Strike- Deconstructing The Atrocity Narrative’
conveys the purpose of the sub section and guides the reader to look in
an alternative perspective, to question, argue and decipher and not to

blindly accept anything and everything that comes their way.

Title: 
Aurangzeb

Whitewashing Tyrant, 
Distorting Narrative 

Author: 
Saurabh D. Lohogaonkar

Reviewed By: 
Tasnima Yasmin
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Poetry is the powerful depiction of the emotion that touches the heart and

soothes the soul of a reader. The strength comes from the infusion of emotion into

words which gives weight to the otherwise ordinary words and makes poetry

reading more of an exercise of recitation and remembering thus. The same

powerful effect through depiction is observed in Naheed Akhtar’s poetry

collection “The Morphine.” Through the collection, the poet experiments with

different styles of writing that express the different moods in which she wrote

poetry and the different mindsets an artist has while writing verse. In her collection

of more than 50 poems, the author takes the readers to different corners of her

imagination with poems that connect them to the tangible and intangible

aspects of this world. At the same time, it also takes the readers on a whirlwind of

thoughts, as well as emotions that find their meaning through the words that

express multiple meanings at the same time.

As a title, “The Morphine” suggests

different meanings to the readers. On

the surface level, as most readers

would know, it may be suggested in

medical terms as something that

would relieve the pain. Akhtar’s

collection goes beyond the mere

morphine effect and gives the readers

an ecstatic experience that lights up

their day much later after they have

finished the collection. Simultaneously,

the poems also touch on a variety of

subjects that are inspired by this life

and the imagination.

These subjects keep the readers successfully
connected to the present while taking them
on rounds of imagination side-by-side.

The title poem, “The Morphine” casts the
magical effect from the beginning by
showing how love as an emotion can have
the same effect that actual morphine has. In
addition, it is a soothing balm, a relaxation
herb, and a force that gives unimaginable
strength to a person.

By Naheed Akhtar
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Naheed Akhtar is a lecturer, writer and poet based in the city of

Hyderabad, the Southern part of the country. She is a bibliophile and

loves reading Philosophy, History, Psychology, Literature and the

Glossary of Literature. She is known for her love for nature with her

fine imagination of being a wanderer, a lost who longs and lingers for

the unseen and remote for her own reasons. She has three poetry

collections to her credit, entitled 'Phantasms of My Heart' 'The Earth's

Love' and 'The Morphine'. She achieved the awards for the

conductive years 2020 and 2021, an combined initiative of the State

Government of Gujarat and Motivational Strips, on the eve of India's

74th and 75th Independence Day respectively entitled "Gujrat

Sahitya Academy Award".

ABOUT THE 

AUTHOR

The poems that follow have a ripple effect of morphine and reiterate the power of articulation at
an emotional level from different perspectives. Poems like “Silver Screens,” “Beyond Words,” “The
Heart’s Core,” “The Heart’s Conquest,” “The Feeble Heart of Mine,” “The Portrait,” “Inevitable
You” and “Imperfect to be Perfect” carry the same resonating effect. Through these poems, the
poet touches on various dimensions that reach the hearts and minds of the readers through
different poems and the words that are used to express the feelings. The correct usage of words
strikes a chord with the hearts of the readers, and they develop a connection that lasts long after
they have completed the collection. It also makes sure that they recommend the collection to
their friends and family members as a refreshing reading.

“The Morphine” by Naheed Akhtar can be kept at the bedside and read at different times when
the readers want to go on a refreshing spin that changes how they see life and fill their hearts with
hope. Like her other two books, "Phantasms of the Heart" and "The Earth's Love," the collection
shows how the emotion of love can shape, make or break someone’s day or life. The significance
understanding the depth of this emotion is vital not only to ensure the balanced growth of a
person but also to ensure that they have a stable mindset throughout their life’s journey. This
poetry collection is suggested to all readers who are interested in exploring the potency of the
emotion of life and how it influences the lives of individuals. At the same time, it is also suggested
to readers who are interested in reading refreshing poetry that would change their mood and
make their day.

Another factor that would make “The Morphine” a suggested reading is the language and
vocabulary that Naheed Akhtar uses. The poet keeps the language clear and simple and focuses
on highlighting and emphasizing the morphine effect and how its presence has always been in
the lives of the readers, whether it is recognized or unrecognized. The simplicity of the language
makes her connect with the readers in an effortless way, and they remember lines like

“My heart became a better place,
since you have visited it”

and
“I got myself in you
However, failing to understand
Whether I am found or lost.”
And many other such powerful lines.
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An Interview with author

Yogesh Kumar Mishra

AUTHOR

INTERVIEW

Where did the idea of creating a daily planner come from in your mind?
During the competitive exams in 2017-2018, when I searched the planners on Amazon, I saw only
simple diaries in the search result. Then I designed a planner for myself for the first time and
maybe because of that I was able to crack the SSC CGL (pre) and CPO (pre) in 2018. The name
of the same planner is “Daily Planner” today.

When did you think that the daily planner should be published now?
There is a lot of competition for government jobs in India. Shikha was a friend of mine who had
been trying for a government job for about 4 to 5 years. Using the Daily Planner, she came to
know her mistakes, which she was repeating year after year. Shortly after removing them, she
became a government teacher. Similarly, when I advised others to use daily planners, they also
saw unprecedented changes. Because of all these good results, I realized that somewhere
everyone needs a daily planner and then I decided that I will get the daily planner published.
Thanks to evincepub publications who helped me to publish "daily planner.

When did you think that the daily planner should be published now?
Here are the uniqueness of Daily Planner –
• It comes in three edition i.e. 3 month’s edition, 6 month’s edition and one year edition.
• It acts as your personal coach.
• It helps you to break down your life goal into yearly, monthly, weekly and daily goals.
• It gives you better results in less time.
• It helps you work smarter not harder.
• It helps you track your every hour of your life.
• It helps you to make daily routine.
• It gives balance in your professional and personal life.
• It helps you to track efforts and dedication.
• Most importantly, it helps you to reprogram your subconscious mind.

Author of ‘Daily Planner’ Book Series
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According to you, the daily planner is a "Personal coach on paper"? Can you explain

it?
Personal coaches play a very important role in the journey of success of any human being. This
personal coach can be his parents, siblings, his teacher, his friend or even a professional coach.
Perhaps this is the reason why all sports persons in the world have their own personal coach. "Daily
Planner" works like "Your Personal Coach on Paper". It reminds you so many things on daily basis.
Like –
• Did you express your gratitude today?
• Write down your positive affirmations.
• Did you practice Yoga/ Meditation/ Exercise today?
• What went well and what went wrong today?
• Which good habit are you going to adopt this week? Etc.

For whom the daily planner is most important?
According to me, Daily Planner is made for all those people who value their time and who have
to achieve something in their life Whether they are students, entrepreneurs, working professionals
or strugglers.

According to you what is the basic mantra of success?
I always say one thing that "For success, many small things need to be done together while for
failure, only one small thing is enough to miss." Yet according to me, success = dedicated goals +
good habits. If anyone has these two things, the rest of the things automatically come to him.

Where can daily planner be purchased?
You can purchase “Daily Planner” from Amazon, and Evincepub store.

Does Daily Planner Guarantee One's Success?
With the daily use of daily planner, you stay connected to your goals and according to that goal
you make your habits. Because of this, the chances of any human being being successful
increase to a great extent. I want to say a line from Harivansh Rai Bachchan ji here –

“असफलता एक चुनौती है, इसे स्वीकार करो

क्या कमी रह गयी, देखो और सुधार करो । ”

That is, it is necessary to analyze failure. But if you ask a simple man what mistakes he made last
year, he may not be able to tell you because he will not have memories of such a long time. Now
think about how he will be able to analyze himself. That's where the daily planner comes into the
picture. The Daily Planner also keeps a record of all your mistakes so that you can analyze them
and correct yourself.
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Ms. Anita Gehlot (MA 

(English Literature), MPhil.( 

ELT), TEFL/TESOL) is currently 

working as an Assistant 

Professor of English and 

Communication Skills at 

Lachoo Memorial College 

of Science and 

Technology, Jodhpur, 

Rajasthan. She is a 

passionate teacher and an 

avid reader too. She has 

won many national and 

international certificates on 

virtual platforms for writing 

quotes and poems. Many 

of her poems were 
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papers also got published 

in journals and anthologies. 

She is a member of the 
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Association of India(ELTAI). 

The Literature Times Vol.1 Issue 4

Page 44



The Gift of Love 

The sweet smile of a little adorable baby,

the words flow while writing poetry.

Feet dancing upon a musical melody,

the shiny Sunshine tuning with darkness, composing a 

parody.

Pitter-patter of rain, and a rainbow afterwards,

cock-a-doodle-doo of resident roosters.

Carrying a baby in a woman's womb

turning tiny steps into a human, by whom? 

Who is He? Blossoming the flowers,

beautiful colors are magical powers.

Each and Everything, tranquil and pure like a dove,

the heartbeat of Nature, Nature's gift of Love.

The Gift of Love for mankind and for humanity.

Which should not be forlorn, keep it high, for the sake 

of pride and dignity.

©Anita Gehlot, India

2022

The Unblessed Blessing

When fortune favours

luck dances 

destiny becomes visible

dreams get wings and

passion rises

put love above the haters.

When life loses its taste

try another flavour

when sweetness bites

bitterness likes

be among God's favourite

like a perpetual poetic saviour.

Show affection to the Creator

rejoice the carnival of soul

read faith

write peace

listen to hymns and

speak promises greater.

Everybody is unique

inventor and innovator

celebrate that uniqueness

poured in so divinely 

in one way or another

right now or later.

To grow, rise and shine

build one strong elevator

one step up

one step down

to choose the favourite few 

be the daring hidden dictator.

The most definite, powerful 

Death, the truth bitter.

The Unblessed blessing

strength in failure,

everlasting glory,

a great redeemer, graceful,

Queen of all glitter.

©Anita Gehlot, India

2022

.’
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Dr. Ms. Divya Singh, Ph.D. (ELT), M.Phil. (ELT), (M.A. English Literature) was
born in the ancient and aristocratic city of Nawabs, Awadh aka Lucknow
in India.
She has worked for more than ten years with Engineering and
Management institutions of repute across Delhi, NCR, in India. She is
currently a full-time doting mother to her daughter and believes in
disseminating her skills and knowledge to the younger generation through
various freelance online assignments that keep coming her way post the
Pandemic restrictions.
She is an accomplished orator and has presented research papers at
several National and International Conferences. She also has several
research papers to her credit, published in internationally-indexed
journals.
She has also been a Soft-Skills and Personality Development trainer with
the Corporate Resource Centre of some of the most elite Engineering
and Management Institutions and has been directly associated with the
training and development cells of the institutions.
She believes in the Philosophy, that, ‘We as individuals have to face
challenges almost every day in terms of either our personal equations
with our loved ones going astray or some other sort of dilemma eternally
going on in our minds.’
The genres, she writes on, reflect the hope and a ray of light to the
individuals burning with a desire to come out unscathed, unwithered and
unwavered in trials put forth by life.
She also is an avid blogger and an author to several Inspirational articles
in Scholarly magazines.
She is an aspiring author, poet and a writer.
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‘SELF-LOVE’, AN ANTIDOTE!

What keeps you,

from stopping loving you?

Is it the inability to fulfil the promises, you made to thyself?

Well, everyone does skip a feat or two!

Or not being treated, the way; you wanted to be, 

by others;

Well, not everyone;

was born to love you right;

and make you feel comfortable;

Or hug you tight!

Still, going on, 

is a matter of choice;

and faith!

Somewhere, certain things; are made for you;

Solely, for you;

You ought to wait!

Do you get the signs, do you get the omens?

Fret not my child, there’s a plan for you...

Whispers, the Mind!

To take you tither, where the paradise is;

'Your' paradise is!

For you were born;

Not;

to walk, through an orchard,

'tis a maze,

A game much grander,

Than you wish;

you were in...

What seem like beauteous;

Is a marsh;

Hence, stay herein; 

and trust, the process!

The churning comes alive!

For it takes time,

to emanate;

from a cocoon;

Therein, where your El-Dorado is!
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‘SELENOPHILE’

I resemble the Moon;

Solo, Imperfect and Flawed, 

Yet endeavour;

to spread forth my luminescence;

with a Beam!

For, we may all have phases;

of brightness,

yet, shine doth we;

in stages!

Can we stop at the Zenith?

Somewhere, Sometime;

Nay! 

Immediately, says,

the Prudent Mind!

Moon teaches us to move on;

Explore in the galore of Cosmos; 

and it’s boundless periphery;

Your foibles; your Virtues;

That make you;

the incredible human; 

That you are!

trying to whisper, 

to you, your song;

In the realms of the Universe;

So majestic; So grand!

For you may have a chance;

To perceive; 

And unlock;

The bounties;

You may,

Achieve;

Serendipitously!
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“Forgotten but not lost” is a book that shows characters caught in the midst of 
negative and unfavourable circumstances

The struggles that an author faces in writing a book can only be understood by

the ones who are in the field and share the struggles to write. However, there are

very few authors who write and try to give words to share their struggles with the

readers, and even lesser readers can actually understand this. However, an

attempt to define the life of an aspiring and budding author and the struggles

she faces is made by Galla Meher Vineeth in her novel “Forgotten but not lost.”

Through the book, the author not only shows the struggles of a budding author

but also builds a universe that is inspired by the budding author’s inspiration.

Through this, the author also shows how one person can influence the lives of so

many people and make them remember her even without sharing her name or

identity. At the same time, the story also inspires readers to not give up on the

goodness in the world and to remain hopeful.

“Forgotten but not lost” is a book that shows characters caught in the midst of

negative and unfavourable circumstances, but they all live by a ray of hope

which coincidentally is provided by other characters in the same book.

It can be made easier but staying hopeful and

positive, and all problems have a solution. The

quest of the budding author, Meera, is

probably the story of everyone. While she

struggles to find inspiration to write, others

struggle to find the motivation or hope to fulfill

their targets. But as it is said that success

comes to those who dare to strive, Meera also

finds success when she dares to step out of her

comfort zone and explore ways to find her

inspiration beyond the limits she had defined

earlier. Thus, Galla Meher Vineeth creates a

story that is inspiring, full of hope, and makes

sure that even if the readers have forgotten

their motivation, it is not lost.

Through “Forgotten but not lost,” the author

touches on more lives than just the authors

who are caught in the web of their struggles. It

represents all artists who are on the brink of

giving up due to not being able to make their

masterpieces and unable to concretize what

they had in their visualization. But at the same

time, it also makes the readers understand that

if there are struggles, then there will also be the

knocking of success on their doors

Forgotten but Not Lost
Book Review
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At the same time, the author also raises the social issue of gender disparity

through her portrayal of women from the early stages of their life when they are

young school-going girls and grow up to attain marriageable age.

Meera’s inspiration, Radha, may be one person who influences and changes the

lives of so many people without giving importance to the fact that she gets

recognized for her deeds. This selflessness is an epitome of humanity which can

still be found in the remotest corners of the world, where people are not

concerned about being recognized but try to do good deeds. Thus, “Forgotten

but not lost” sings the praises of all those who are selflessly helping people and

choose to remain anonymous. It is interesting how the author develops and

unfolds the narrative in the text. Where for once, the readers perceive that the

book is going to be an exploration of Meera’s story and what she would write, the

novel unfolds in an uncommon fashion, and the true narrative is only revealed as

a surprise for the readers. Due to this, the book becomes more interesting as the

hunger of the readers to know what exactly happens is far more later.

Moreover, the plot development of “Forgotten but not lost” is swift and concise,

and the author talks to the point without adding too many diversions. This helps

the readers have clarity of the narrative and connect with the words that the

author is writing. At the same time, the characters featured in the book come

across as real human beings who face real-life problems and also struggle to find

solutions, but at the same time, they live together and support each other

through thick and thin. The feeling of oneness and unity to fight the tough

circumstances of life pervades the text and makes the readers connect more

strongly with it. In that sense, the book is an interesting, entertaining and inspiring

reading that touches on multiple facets of life and keeps the readers engaged by

the issues that the author discusses.

Other Books By Galla Meher Vineeth
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Japleen Kaur Bindra is a student, writer, and a poetess. She attended Guru

Harkrishan Public School (India Gate) in South Delhi. She graduated with a

Bachelors of Political Science (Honours) degree from the Kamla Nehru College,

Delhi University and after her graduation, she completed her postgraduate

studies in Political Science from Kamla Nehru College, Delhi University. She also

holds a diploma course in travel and tourism course from Jamia Milia Islamia

and a diploma course in computer application from F-tech. She is also inclined

to write and update my blog in Spanish language in which she shares her

personal views on current issues related to any topic.

She has worked as a content writer in two organizations in Noida and Kirti

Nagar. Writing poetry and short stories is her field of interest. She did a creative

writing course from British Council, New Delhi. She was so inspired by a book of

Khushwant Singh that she wrote a book review of his book as one of the tasks

during her course in the British Council. She never discontinued her passion to

be a lifetime scholar of diverse subjects. During the pandemic, she utilized her

time doing online courses on writing fiction and persuasive speech from

Coursera and Harvard. She did a course on Persuasive writing from Harvard

University in which she learned about different devices of rhetoric. The

pandemic period turned to be a blessing in disguise which gave her an

immense exposure to the vital readings of English literature and its complex

themes broken in storytelling enduring all its rising and falling graph and then

slowly never running out of time for denouement with its intensity of conflicts. It

is one of the greatest places of one’s alien world where one learns about how

to improvise on construction of sentences, develop their grammar skills and

more to any overactive world. She got her inspiration to write poetry from some

famous poets of English literature like Walt Whitman and Edgar Allan Poe. Her

favorite Indian authors are Amitav Ghosh, Kavita Kane and Rabindranath

Tagore including Khushwant Singh. This white Rose is a poem from my book,

“The Dark Corners of my heart”.
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The White Rose

The white rose blooms in ze Olympics championships garden

Telling me that our impartially committed soul is still an alive flame tribute, in honor of 

unknown, participant eternal soldier guards, and the citizen’s powerhouse treasures,

And the unsaid words in dilemma petals of our pepper and salt hair struggles

Are an appeal, still waiting to become the middle band Ashoka Chakra Dharma spokes 

Of many peaceful growth cheering gallantry awards hearts of the nation.

All the best within us wants that lamp to be lit,

The coming years of my flying Sikh like respected sprinter’s life, 

A century to wave the fragrance target of a batsman’s excellence hit 

And a golfer’s score to match a focused eyeball far off the pit 

But former captains including me had a true spirit of duty

And even in the graceful epic swansong goodbyes 

To their golden career of many ups and downs, of truthful ties,

They gave to the nation, their beginnings of the most precious gift,

To walk down the way of spiritual crowning moments of glory, and wholeheartedly serving for 

the cause, duly.

For this is a mass movement struggling with oneself

Including one’s body, heart and mental strength of a nervous mind, 

And every struggle giving birth to a steel man and woman

In the hopeful rays of armed forces and Maharajas glorious, 

Rural and hilly lands of helplines, laying foundations for the historical sunrise of a desperate, 

and competitive success roadways. 

When some of us felt the pains and needs of slept dreams

Then a ‘we’ rhyme appeared identical to those visiting

Soldier elves of a fairy tale snow-white contribution scheme,

With a task force of other men in a team named ‘them’

To continue with their healthy gold plan particles of coaching, and minister administered, 

mentor steps of expectations meeting pledges and hopes, 

To create and identify more and more

Students, sports and under soldier’s guidance polished diamonds force and, 

To let them shine as the flag bearers in the march for the nation’s glory
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A painful and pathbreaking efforts journey with many finger pricks and their doubtful

reactions pointed

Without acknowledgment of the hard labor, ignored sacrifice valuable and overcome

injuries of practice sessions

But now all, are looking up to the majestic Everest climbing expeditions, non-bargaining

hopeful sons and daughter’s global challenges winner’s podium

Where the flag of promise keeps unfurled, saluting like the most passionate mountaineers

on the world’s highest process-driven benchmark chosen.

When the encounter with the young westerly winds is as inspirational as the generations

old,

Not only able to portend storms, but cause an additional oxygen cylinder reaction,

strongest and long-lasting

To the series of richest hunger tally of climber patriotic sports voice medals,

Dominating in their eagerness gold, silver and bronze, to join the Olympics proud moment

height club.

Why the goosebumps unsung national anthem etched in border fighting listener’s minds

of so many heroic gems, including those of tiger hills capture lion battalion, not an issue of

the laurels to be got as the unity in diversity, happiness symbolizing a nation’s

togetherness celebration?

Why are a majority of people not fit in their day-to-day targeting board performance of

symbolic rings of the five continents and their fair sportsmanship courageous life theme?

And I hope you all will let the smiling faces of an aspiring youth and the fearlessly nurtured

generation of teens’ growth

Neither wilt in the heat of the growing competition pressures and sporting nation

challenges ahead to be dealt with in the bleeding heartbeat of the nation

Nor left like poverty engraved stamps of discriminatory opportunities history in elite

compartmentalized or self-categorized favoritisms heaps.
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The Literature Times features the 

internationally celebrated and 

versatile poet and author Harinder

Cheema who is the only Indian to 

receive the “Naji Naaman Honor Prize 

for Complete Work in 2022”.

AUTHOR

STORY

She shares space with other 67 other great world authors including the

Prime Minister of Birland. With 3322 participants in the competition, from

eighty-two countries, she is the only proud Indian to receive the

prestigious Honor Prize for Complete Work in 2022.Released in 2002, Naji

Naaman literary prizes are awarded to authors of the most

emancipated literary works in content and style, aiming to revive and

develop human values.

This is the story of a passionate writer who with her resolve and

determination became an internationally celebrated poet and a

world author.

Writing is not just a passion with her. It is meditation. She is a change

maker as through her writing she conveys the right messages with a

strong urge to make a difference. She is the modern day poet and her

poetry truly reflects the challenges faced in the present times. Whether

it is environmental degradation, or moral depravity in the society, or

crimes against women, or people choosing materialism over

spirituality, or discrimination and division in the world, her meaningful

poetry holds a mirror to the present day world. Her achievements as

mentioned under show her dedication and her love for literature.

THE SUCCESS STORY
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She shares space with other 67 other great world authors

including the Prime Minister of Birland. With 3322 participants in

the competition, from eighty-two countries, she is the only proud

Indian to receive the prestigious Honor Prize for Complete Work in

2022.Released in 2002, Naji Naaman literary prizes are awarded

to authors of the most emancipated literary works in content and

style, aiming to revive and develop human values.

Harinder Cheema is the author of two Books, entitled," The Temple

Stop"and " Soul Chants", A Collection of Poetic Hymns. Her novel 'The

Temple Stop' is the recipient of 'The Best Book of the Year Award 2020'

by Aghaaz, Author In You. She is the co- author of 30 poetry

anthologies and her articles have been published in various

prestigious International magazines.

Her short stories have been published in the coffee table books and

she is also the proud recipient of many prestigious awards including

the “Naji Naaman International Literary Prize For Complete Work

2022”, 'The Author of the Year 2019' and 'The Voice of Indian Literature'

by Ne8x, 'The India Inspirational Women Awards 2020' and 'The

Women Excellence Award 2020'. Her name finds a mention in '101

Influential Women of India 2020. "The Queen Of Era Award 2022" by

International Council Of Research and Reforms. Her story has been

covered and published by 'The Crazy Tales', and she has been

felicitated with 'The Prolific Writer Award' at the Constitution Club of

India.

She is also the proud recipient of the Swaavlambika Samman

2021. Her story has also been featured in "THE LITERATURE TIMES".

Besides, she is a member of AIPC, the only global platform for elite

women, and a member of the Screenwriters Association of India. Her

story has been covered by the leading newspapers, magazines and

websites.

Her INSPIRING STORY has been featured in the INSPIRING WOMEN

POWER STORIES in the Women Power Edition of the LIFESTYLE

MAGAZINE, March issue 2021 alongside PRIYANKA CHOPRA'S Success

story.

ACHIEVEMENTS

The Literature Times Vol.1 Issue 4

Page 55



“Only God has the power to take life. I am doing that duty. I am God!”

With a book cover that is startling, evocative of horror and tension and signals at

the danger that is lurking just right round the corner, Decapitated is symbolic of

the spirit that is unwilling to give up against the odds that life throws at it, shuns the

idea that there are dead ends despite having to chase the red herrings

constantly and stands for the deep seated desire to provide hope in the face of

hopelessness by healing trauma and sharing the loss of lives.

Spine chilling incidents irradiate the essence of this thriller that keeps readers on

the edge, struggling for breath and screaming for help when a serial killer is on

the chase and hard to pin down. Filled with suspense and full of blood curdling,

gory scenes and deadly incidents, this novel is a must read for those who enjoy

thrillers, suspense novels and murder mysteries.

Regardless of the lovers of these genres, it can also still be enjoyed by other

readers too who are avid fiction lovers. Yet, unlike usual murder mysteries or

thrillers, the twist in the plot comes with the fact that the real drama is not in the

chase of the suspect as he is already caught after a short chase and is in the

custody of the police.

The real suspense begins with the fact that

there is nothing to prove the suspect guilty. It

seems like a dead end, yet the police officer

who was on duty on the night of the murder

cannot erase the sights that he had to take in

while he was on patrol. ASP Darpan’s horrifying

experience may add to the plot but at the

initial stage there are more questions than

answers which brings readers to the ultimate

question:

Will ASP Darpan be able to solve this case and

within the time frame that is required to mete

out justice to the people who have suffered

loss of loved ones and continue to mourn

them?

Will ASP Darpan be able to put an answer to

eyes that look up to him as the sole saviour?

While the plot is interesting in and of itself, the

characterisation is key to bringing out the

intricacies of the plot. This includes the central

character of ASP Darshan who is not portrayed

as a demi God but a human who is having to

fit himself in absurd roles which bring about the

idea that he is having to play God to some

extent.

DECAPITATED
Book Review
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The pace of the novel is a mix of moderate to
moderately fast and for most of the time it

oscillates between these two but may seem to
slow down a bit especially before the rapid plot
twists. Coming to the dialogues, they are the key to
bringing out the thought process, work habits, and
idiosyncrasies of the characters and helps to
explain the inner workings of the character’s minds.

This helps to bring the characters closer to the
reader who feels connected and will go through
several moments when they feel that they may
have solved the mystery before the character is
able to only to be dodged further into an abysmal
dungeon of never- ending mysteries that seem to
be cooking up and brewing with each page of the
novel.

Dialogues in this novel often raise issues or
questions that may have not occurred to the
reader as well. Most importantly, dialogues
influence the reader, present contrasting views. This
helps sustain the multiple climaxes of the novel and
makes for a gripping read.

“I think we are dealing with a serial 

killer,” the ASP declared. “Not just a 

serial killer . . .”

It all began one night when he was 

patrolling and unexpectedly 

stumbled across a serial killer. That 

one night turned his life upside 

down. The visions of what he saw 

that night would haunt him for the 

rest of his life. Despite taking the killer 

into custody, there's nothing to 

prove him guilty. No evidence 

found. No weapons recovered. No 

details gathered. No motive. No 

clue. No information. A dead-end 

and a wild goose chase!

But can it be possible to make a 

perfect crime? With a tight-lipped 

criminal in custody and uncertainty 

around, Darpan is clouded in a fog 

of mystery. It depreciated his mental 

health and dismantled his personal 

life.

The real mystery starts when the 

police find the killer has been linked 

to the missing cases for the past 20 

years. Where did the missing people 

go? What is their fate? When did the 

killer start his killing spree? What is the 

kill count of the killer? Will ASP 

Darpan be able to crack the case? 

Will he be able to clear the fog of 

mystery and unravel the truth?

A dark, twised, suspense, 

investigative crime thriller that A 

dark, twised, suspense, investigative 

crime thriller that doesn't let you put 

the book down until you reach the 

last page. doesn't let you put the 

book down until you reach the last 

page.

Mantha Pavan is a young author who hails from a family of Judicial Officials. He is a Computer 

Science Engineer turned Civil Service aspirant. His grandfather Sri M Sridhara Rao was a District Judge 

and philanthropist and was an author of several law books.

Mantha Pavan published two novels, "The Unpresented Gift," and "If it's you in the end, I will wait a 

millennia."

Mantha Pavan is interested in film making, drawing, painting, crafting, acting and script writing and is 

doing some short films.

Sci-fi thrillers, Murder mysteries, Serial Killer investigation thrillers, Alien thrillers, Love and romantic 

stories, Historical drama are the novels which are expected from the author in the near future.

The Author
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Yash Chaudhary is an aspiring poet who's treated his readers with
poems having a variety of genres. Poetry is not only an art but also a
therapy. Each one of us is caught up in a journey that's welcoming,
but competitive at the same time. Full of happiness and cheer,
evenly balanced by sadness and gloom each and every time. Tainted
with dull moments, making it all the more difficult for us to shine.
Yash tries to motivate them when they're dealing with such hard
times. Writers try their best whilst sharing their experiences. It may
be through articles, blogs, or podcasts. Yash tries to do the same by
using the medium of poems, that has helped him in winning the
gold medal in Indian Film House’s hunt for India’s Youngest Poet
2021. A civil engineer by profession, he started writing poems when
he was in the third year of engineering. With more than 350 poems
to his name, he also has an Instagram page called yash_thepoet
where he's been sharing his poems ever since.

YASH CHAUDHARY
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Envy

‘I wish I had the life that others are living at 

the moment’, says the subconscious mind

A state of the subconscious mind that’s never 

satisfied with what it has in its share

Envy is something that’s profound; common 

with every person that you can find

It is an unnecessary accessory that the mind 

is forced to wear

It’s a human tendency that professes the 

mind to be better then the rest

A tendency that gives the birth to a jealous 

mind instead

It’s an unnecessary distraction that deviates 

us from the purpose of our quest

Forcing us to compromise on the time that we 

had invested

It’s difficult to be unaffected by a state of 

mind that’s constantly faced by competition

The mind doesn’t have the option to ignore it, 

but it can habituate itself to this challenge

Don’t worry, ‘cause the mind is bombarded 

by such situations in repetition

The key is to nullify the compromise that you 

make with all those situations doing the job 

to avenge

I know that there's little you can do to deal 

with the jealous mind

Maybe it's this little effort that can 

restructure your approach as you get back to 

the grind 

Humility

We all are trapped under the stampede of 

a competitive world

Every success whilst getting through it 

adds on to your share of confidence

The confidence that shows up as a 

wildcard as long as your pride is concerned

The confidence that tries to negate every 

episode of diffidence

Every other person experiences a challenge 

struck by pride

It makes you so blind, that you can’t see 

the reality that speaks a different tale 

altogether

Lack of self-confidence then becomes a 

factor that places the humble individuals 

aside

The competitive world does the job of 

demotivating them further

The balance between humility and pride is 

essential

Since life serves us with variable instances 

that compel is to act in a specific manner

The competitive world may force us to 

embrace a character that’s reverential

But, the day when you’ll learn the art of 

assuming different characters smartly, 

you’ll have your answer

Humility is indeed one of those gems that 

decorates one’s character

The balance of the same proves to be the 

distinguishing factor
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MRITTIKA BHAWAN
By Dr. Sourav Mitra

The title of Mrittika Bhawan, like the well thought out and researched content of the
book, hardly gives out what the entire book is all about. Much like the charismatic
writing style of the author, the book is meant to be devoured from one end to the
other, page by page, paragraph by paragraph without skimming through, jumping
sentences or skipping pages. This is mainly because the book is not just interesting and
about a topic that is not the usual everyday non-fictional read but also because of the
extent of research that has gone into writing this book that is reflected in the
informative nature of the book.

Additionally, the author has an eye for detail
that not only balances the depth of the content
but also the lucid writing style. The subtitle
hints at the main aspect of the content and the
genre of architecture that the book falls into.
The book is an exploratory study regarding the
mud housing architecture of Bengal. While
technical, the book has a philosophical bent as
it acknowledges that housing is one of the
most basic needs of man and finding a shelter
or building a suitable and shelter has been an
activity that humans have engaged in since
they have lived on this planet. This is in line
with the evolutionary process that housing,
particularly in the villages of India has
undergone in the past decades.

Dr. Mishra notes that the kind of mud houses
that were built in previous decades is no
longer to be seen in villages of India. The main
reason for this is the need for durability that
the people across the country have come to
realise when it comes to building their shelter.

Another present and latest initiative is the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana of the
Central Government of India that
facilitates the brick and building pakka
houses as opposed to kaccha houses that
existed in the past. While a sign of
progress, the mud houses and the manner
in which they were maintained is
becoming a thing of the past. This
remains the crux of the plot of this book.
Drawing on historical material and using
the state of West Bengal as the area of
study, Dr. Mishra picks a moderate sized
sample that addresses the difference
between the present concrete houses and
the clay houses of the past. The idea is not
to sentimentally explore their cultural
significance but also to see the practicality
and technicality of the durability of these
houses.

Book Review
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The focus of the book remains on earthen construction technique in Bengal,

climatological considerations and economical benefits to understand if such a system

can be implemented in the future, perhaps in a modified form. The entire book is highly

engaging, well researched and comes from someone who is well read and well versed

in this field. Apart from that, the manner of writing the book is simple and easy to

understand. Divided into 8 chapters, the book is moderately lengthy though on the

shorter side. However, it is meant to be read slowly as it has a lot of information that will

take time to sink in specially if people have not been witness to this phenomenon of

mud housing. This issue is however dealt with in terms of the coloured pictures that the

author provides throughout the text. This helps the reader to visualise and to educate

himself or herself about the concept of mud housing that is slowly fading away with

the advancement of modern technology and construction techniques.

The field work done by the author is commendable and is reflected in the extent of

detailing that he is able to engage in throughout the book. Additionally, charts, hand

drawn plot maps and 3 dimensional figures help to provide clarity and ease of

understanding. At 120 pages, the book is a must read not only because of its novelty

and lucid writing style but also because it has a lot of important and interesting

information that will enlighten the reader and pique his or her interest especially if he or

she happens to be an urban dweller.

The author charts the growth and

development on the mud houses of West

Bengal since its inception and evokes the

cultural significance they hold. This adds to

the rusticity of the scenes and events being

written about and while one reads the book,

one is bound to smell the rainwater on the

mud which is all about understanding the

simple means through which people

survived and were ever so grateful, hard

working and resilient. This explains that the

book does not evoke sentiments of the

reader but argues rationally on the basis of

facts and figures in a systematic and sound

manner. This also explains that there is a

whole technology that helped the people of

the past in West Bengal villages to

strengthen the facades of their mud houses

and make sure that these houses did not

topple at the slightest change in the

weather. This helps the reader understand

the scientific basis of such a housing system

in an age where eco-friendly construction is

key to ensuring the survival of the species

and a better standard of living for all.
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What is it about the topic of mud houses in West Bengal that made you 

interested in writing this book?

Rapid development, immediate gratification, and globalisation have all resulted in us

replicating designs regardless of context. Our roots are disappearing beneath the

concrete surfaces we've constructed. So, why don't we look more closely at what

nature has to offer and revisit our roots? I remember seeing village ladies cleaning the

courtyard with cow dung mixed with black charcoal and water and carefully polishing

the outside walls of their houses with red dirt. There was a rush to paint the mud-house

walls with white clay from the paddy field before the Durga Puja festival. The walls were

covered in flower motifs, birds, and animal images. Besides that, it analyses the causality

and sustainability of a method that has been used successfully for hundreds of years.

That’s why I felt that this architecture should be brought before everyone. That's why I

first started writing a research paper which was later published in International Journal of

Research Publication and Reviews. And it was selected as Young Researcher Award

2022. From there the journey of this book begins. This book demonstrates the importance

of mud-brick house technology not only ecologically and economically, but also

socially, culturally, and environmentally.

What according to you are the elements of a good non-fiction?

Well, I am not a fiction author so I am only work with nonfiction, but I am a passionate

reader too. The main elements of creative nonfiction are setting, descriptive imagery,

figurative language, plot, and character. The overarching element or requirement that

distinguishes creative nonfiction from any other genre of writing is that while other

literary genres can spring from the imagination, creative nonfiction is, by definition, true.

As you complete the assigned readings in this chapter, keep track of the following

elements as they arise in your readings: see if you can identify each of them. Learning

these elements now will form a solid foundation for the rest of the class.

Do you think that your book can be used as a text book for educating 
students of architecture?

Yes, certainly. This book can be reference for architecture students, students from any

kind of vernacular or sustainable studies. Also it can be helpful for art and form

enthusiast readers.

INTERVIEW 
WITH

By Dr. Sourav Mitra
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What kind of research did you have to do to write this book?

For the research of this book, I visited different villages of Bengal to see the architecture of mud
houses. I collected a lot of data from there, made a lot of maps and architectural drawings.
After that I had to take the help of many books and one of my grandfather Nilay Hazra helped
me a lot. Then I made a lot of 3D models from them so that readers can understand the subject.
My knowledge of architecture helped me a lot in this whole work.

Who has inspired you to write this book?

I have not come across any authentic book or research about the traditional mud houses of
Bengal. But this mud architecture has been going on for several centuries. That's why I felt the
need to record this traditional architecture properly. My sister Architect Nandini Ghose inspired
me in this regard. This project would not have been possible without the assistance of Architect
Sankhapriya Bhowmick. I am especially grateful to Engineer Sudip Ghosh, Nirman Sahayk of
Birsingha Gram Panchayat, my friend Architect Alokeparna Chakraborty, who becomes my
words whenever I need them, and my sister Architect Nandini Ghose, who is a fellow researcher
on many projects.

What kind of challenges did you face while writing this book?

As I am an architect by profession, I have to devote a lot of time to work. It was very

challenging for me to find time to research this book. Architect Akanksha Mitra, my wife,

who has been extremely supportive throughout this paper and has worked tirelessly to

ensure that I have enough protected research time to meet my goals. Also, there is very

little research material on mud houses in Bengal, for this I had to read a lot of books.

Nilay da and Partha Da helped me a lot in this matter by collecting the books I needed.

How did you realise that you wanted to write this book?

This book is based on my research paper “Architectural Analysis of Mud housing and

Adobe Housing: Case of Bengal” which won the Young Researcher Award of 2022.

Later HSRA PUBLICATIONS contacted me to publish the paper in book form. Their

editorial team helped me a lot.

Tell us a bit about the cover page of your book.

The cover page of the book is suitable for the topic of the book. Thanks to HSRA

publisher’s creative team to design such a beautiful cover page.

Something about your upcoming projects?

I am writing my next book on the Architecture and Archeology of Bishnupur. The next

volume of Mrittika Bhawan is also working on Architecture of Bamboo Houses of Bengal.

Along with this I am also doing some research work on the folk culture of North Bengal.
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